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Luke xiv. part of V. 23s 
Compel them to come in. 


HO EVER conſiders the State of this King- 
@l dom, may eaſily obſerve, that beſides the 
Dangers to which, in common with others, It 
is expoſed, there is one almoſt peculiar to 
it, which has contributed not a little, to make 
the publick Peace of the Society, at all Times 
uncertain and precarious, For whereas in 
ether Kingdoms, all the Members of the 
Community, or at leaſt a vaſt Majority of them, however they 
differ in Matters of leſs Moment, are, in the main, united in 
their Civil Intereſts, and, unleſs at ſome certain Times, when 
they are heated with Ambition, or Reſentment, heartily con- 
cur in their Endeavours to ſupport the Conſtitution ; in this 
Kingdom, great Numbers of thoſe, who have enjoy'd the Pro- 
ktection of the Government, have yet been Enemies to it, and 
have ſhewn themſelves ready on any favourable Juncture, to 2 
exert their utmoſt Force and Power to overthrow it. | 
Tuna rx this is true of moſt of thoſe who have profeſſed the 
Romiſh Religion, is generally allow'd, and cannot be diſputed 
by any one who conſiders their Conduct in both Kingdoms fince 
the Reformation. Nothing is more certain than that they have 
on all Occafions ſhewn themſelves Enemies to the Eftabliſh'd | 
|. Government, as well Civil as Religious. The many Conſpira- 
og £308 form'd againſt Queen Elzzabcth, The Gun-Powder-Plot, and 
The dreadful Maflacre of this Day, prove it beyond all — 
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lity of Contradiction; Or if later Inftances be requir'd, their 
Behaviour to the Proteſtants of this Kingdom, in the late Times 
of Confuſion, very clearly ſhews the Continuance af the ſame 
evil Diſpoſition: And ſince the true Cauſe of this Enmity has 
always been a furious and blind Zeal for Religion, and not any 
Difficulties or PrefFures they labour'd under in their Civil Inte- 


xelts, Molt of which have been the Cenſequence of their Trea- 


ſons, and not the Cauſe of them, it may well be preſum'd that 


as long as this Principle has its full Influence upon them it will 


diſpoſe them to act in the ſame Manner, whenever they can 
form a provable Expectation of Succeſs in any bold and violent 
Undertaking. . . 15 

For this Reaſon, the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature has thought 


it neceſſary, to frame ſeveral Laws, with a Deſign to weaken 


che Power and Intereit of the Popiſh Party among us, and to 


render it leſs formidable to the Government; And becauſe 'tis 
found by Experience that the Laws hitherto fram'd do not fully 
_ anſwer the End propos'd, *tis poſſible they may hereafter con- 


fider of and eſtabliſh others that will be more effectual. 
In doing this, 'tis certain they act agreeably to tne great Law 


of Seli-Preſervation, and the Fundamental Principle of Sccicty 


* 


alſo, which does and mult vett the e Power in every Na- 
tion, with a Right to ſecure the whole Body, from the evil De- 
ſigns and Actions, as well of its own Members, as of any other 
Perſons, who are diſpoſed to hurt and deitroy them. „ 
Bur this notwithſtanding, as our Cafe is circumſtanc'd, All 


Laws of this kind, are in the Opinion of many liable to one 
plauſible Objection, which is chis; That the true Cauſe of that 
Oppoſition of Intereſts, which divides the Power of the Com- 


_ munity, and renders one Part of it fo juſtly ſuſpected to the 


other, being a DFerence intheir Principles of Religion, ariſing 


= . : 1 8 5 5 8 Fs $M | 
from their different Notions or the Chriſtian Law, 't1s 1mpoſh- 


ble to frame any Laws for the publick Security, without fo 
Hens Confciences and invading that Liberty which all Pertons 
ought to be allow'd, of following Heir Dictates, in order to 
their own Eternal Salvation. And fince it is certain that this 


ought in no Caſe bs done, it follows on this Suppoſition, that all 


Laws of this Sort however neceſſary or uſctul they may be 
thought to the Weal-publicx, are in themſelves unjuſt and ur 
rea ſonable, and therefore ought not to be made or continu'd. 


Tris Objettion, every one knows has been urg'd againſt the 
Laws male in both Kingdoms for the Security of the Govern- 


ment againſt the Popiſh Faction; The ſame has been urg'd a- 
gainſt others, which have more lately been under Deliberation 3 
And, as it is the only plauſible one which can be made uſe of 
Or ſuch an End, there is no doubt but it will on future — 
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? be urg d, to prevent the paſſing ſuch Laws, as may be any way 


grievous to thoſe of the Church of Rome, however necellary 


they may be thought for the Support of the Government and 


the Proteſtant Intere ſt in this Nation. 
SIN ck then one great Deſign of the Legiſlature in appoint- 


ing this Anniverfary Thankſgiving, was, by perpetuating the Me- 


mory of a Barbarous and Cruel Conſpiracy, and of the dreadful 


Effects which even a partial Execution thereof had on the Pro- 


teſtants of this Kingdom, to raiſe in our Minds a juſt Appre- 
henſion of the Danger to which we are at all times expos'd. 
from thoſe who are under the Influence of the ſame falſe and 
bloody Religion, and to excite us to uſe proper Means for our 
own Preſervation, it will not, I hope, be thought an improper 


' Diſcharge of that Duty, which I am this Day commanded to 


zerform, if inſtead of inſiſting on other Matters, which may 
E more nearly to relate to the Occaſion of the preſent Solem- 
nity, I fer my ſelf to confider the Force of this Objection, and 


enquire how far it can or ought to influen:e any of the Conſul- 


tations or Reſolutions of the Legiilature tor the Security of 


our eſtabliſhed Religion and Government. 


Ax p becauſe the Judgment we form on this Point muſt in 
a great Meaſure depend on the Reſolution of a general Queſti- 


on concerning the Lawfulneſs of uſing Force in Matters of Re- 


ligion, I ſhall therefore endeavour to do what I propoſe in the 
following Method. i cn 

1. 1 sHALL lay before you, as well as I am able, a true 
State of the Controverſy concerning the Ule of Force in Mat- 


ters of Religion, with ſome Account of the ſeveral erroneous 


Opinions advanc'd on this Subject, and the Realons of them. 
This will I hope, make it pretty caſy. e 

2. To diſcover the Truth on the ſeveral Points that ariſe, 
and anſwer the principal Objections that have been made a- 
gainſt it. And when in this Way we come to have the 
whole Matter clearly before us, I ſhall then, . e 

3. Ar rr the general Doctrine to our particular Caſe, in 
Order to form ſome Judgment of the ſeveral Methods that may 
be thought on, to ſecure our preſent happy Conſtitution in 


Crunch and SrarzE from any Danger with which it may be 


threatned by thole whoſe falle Principles in Religion diſpoſe 
them to be Enemies to it. 5 8 

1. In Order to a clear State of this Controverſy, we are to ob- 
ſerve, that as different Opinions and Practices among Chriſtians, 
are almoſt as ancient as the Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, ſo, ever 
ſince the Chriſtian Religion has been the Religion of States and 


Empires, almoſt all Parties have diſcovered a ſtrong Diſpoſition 


to ule Force againſt thoſe who differ from them; and becauſe tis 
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natural for thoſe who uſe Force to endeavour to juſtifſie their 
Actions on ſome Principle, and for thoſe who ſuffer under it, 
to complain of ſuch Uſage, as Cruel and Unreaſonable, hence it 
has come to paſs, that the Queſtion concerning the Lawfulneſs 
of uſing Force in Matters of Religion, has been for many Ages 
the Subject of great Debates among Chriſtians. In the Ma- 
nagement of which, ſeveral Men having taken ſeveral Ways of 
explaining themſelves, it has happened that many even of 
thoſe who own the ſame general Conclufion, are in reality of 
very different and even oppoſite Opinions. 

To underſtand their different Opinions and Grounds of them, 
*ewiil be neceflary further to obſerve, 1 . 


3. 


1. THAT by Forcemn this Queſtion, is meant all Sort of Coer- 
cion or temporal Puniſhment, which may be threaten'd or in- 
ficted on Account of any religions Action or Opinion, Now 
becauſe theſe Puniſhments may differ very much in the Kind 


and Degree of Evil they bring on the Sufferers, becauſe ſome 
may affect Men's Lives, others their Liberty, others their 


Fortune, and others may extend only toreſtrain, or deprive them 
of the Liberty of worſhipping God in their own Way, A Que- 


ſtion here ariics about which the Favourers of Force, differ from 
one another, as well as from thoſe who declare univerfally againſt 


* 


it, whether it be lawful in Matters of Religion to make Uſe of 


Capital or other heavy Puniſhments, or only of ſome Reſtraints 
and lower Penalties, which have uſually been known by the 


Name of moderate and «wholeſome Sederitien? 
2. ANOTHER Queſtion of equal Importance ariſes concern- 


ing the Perſon who is to uſethis Force. All lawful Uſe of Force 
does ſuppoſe a Right or moral Power in ſome Perſon or Per- 


ſons to exerciſe and apply it. Now in a State where the * Ma- 


giſtrate is Chriſtian, *T'is poſſible to conceive this Power of 
uſing Force placed in the Hand either of the Governonrs of the 


Chriſtian Society, or of the Civil Poser: If it be ſuppoſed Ori- 
ge nally in the Governours of the Chriſtian Society, then, as the 


Chriſtian Society it ſelf, fo this power alſo muſt be by Divine 
Afpotntment. But if it be ſuppoſed in the Civil Power, it may 


be conceiv'd to ariſe either from particular Divine Appointment, 


if it be the Will of God, that in this, as in other Caſes the Ma- 


giſtrate be his Miniſter, 2 Revenger to execute Wrath upon him 
that doth Evil ; or from the Nature of his Office, as Head of 


the Civil Society. Here then the Queſtion is, Whether this 


Right 
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Nate, The Term Mazi/rate is often uſed to ſignifie the Perſon or 
Perſons who are veited only with the Executive Power, but in this Dit- 
courſe ais almoſt every where ufed to Sanific the Supreme Power, as well 
Legiſlative as EXCRVE, SR 2 | 
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the Right of inflicting the 
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Right of uſing Force, be originally in the Gooermonrs of rhe 
Chriſtian Society, or in the Civil Magiſtrate? and if in the lat- 
ter, whether it be in Conſequence of a particular Divine Ap- 
porntment, or of the general Nature of hig Office * And, 


3. BEC ASE many religious Opinions and Practices, beſides 
the Reſpect they have to the Chriſtian Law, may be conſider'd 


as having ſome Influence on the Peace and Welfare of Civil So- 


ciety, there here ariſes a third Queſtion, as conſiderable as ei- 


ther of the former, Whether to juſtifie the Uſe of Force, We ars 


to confider the Opinions and Practices, to reſtrain or puniſh 


which it is apply'd, meerly as Errors in Religion, or as beſide 
and exclufive of this, they may be prejudicial to the publick 
Peace and Security of the State? VVS 
Tusk three are the principal Points which have ariſen on 
this Controverſy ; and the different Concluſions Men have come 
to on each of them, do and muſt occafion a great Variety in 


their Manner of explaining the general Doctrine, as will ſoon ap- 


pear by a ſhort Account of thoſe Methods of explaining it, which | 
are moſt remarkable, and have made any Figure in the World. 


AMON theſe the firſt to be confider'd is that of the Church 
of Rome, who have on all Occafions, made the greateſt Uſe of 


* 


Force, and are very open and unreſerv'd in aſſerting the Lawful- 


Now the Opinion of that Church on two of the Points pro- 


pos'd, is clear and undoubted, but with regard to the other, 


they expreſs themſelves commonly with more Art and Obſcu- 
rity; they clearly maintain not only the Lawfulnefs, but the 


Neceſlity of uſing Femporal even Capital Puniſhments in Caſes 5 


of Hereſie, Couſider d meerly as an Offence againſt the Chriſtian 
Law, but they are not N clear in determining who has 
e Puniſhments. = 


IN Words indeed they place the Power of Puniſhing, atleaſt 


Capitally, in the Civil Magiſtrate : But if the Matter be conſi- 


der'd with any Attention, it will ſoon appear, that the Right 
of inflicting even Capital Puniſhments, in Caſes of Hereſie, is 


really according to their Principles in the Rulers and Gover- 
nours of the Church; becauſe to them is reſerv'd the Right of 


judging finally what is Hereſie, and conſequently in what Cafes 
Capital Puniſhments are to be inflicted. And when they de- 


liver any Perſon over to the Magiſtrate, tis not left to his 


Chotce whether he'll execute him or no; He muſt doit, tho' he 


bas given him a ſafe Conduct: If he does not, according to the 


true Principles of the Church of Rome, he is to be Excommu- 


nicated and Puniſh'd, if a Subordinate Magiſtrate, if a Prince, 


to be depos'd, and his Subjects to be abſolvd from their Alle- 
glance, and arm'd againſt him as a Favourer of — | 


their own Place. 
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This is really the true State of the Caſe upon the Laws of the 
Church of Rome, at this Time in Being, and their Practice 
has always anſwer'd where-ever they had Power. OY 

Bou er tho' we confider the Queſtion on a Foot more favour- 
able to the Rights of Princes, it will not make any great Al- 
terat ion in the Cale; for even they who do not own that the 
Governours of the Church have any Coerctve Power over Kings 
and Princes, yet generally maintain it to be their Duty to ex- 
tirpate Hereſie which yet is to be jadg'd of, not by them, but 


the Church; fo that really in both Caſes, the Magiſtrate, if he 


does his Duty, is their 1/znzſter and FEæecutioner; with this 


Difference, that in the former Caſe they can by Force compel him, 


in the latter, they cannot: But neither in one Caſe or the other, 
has he the Liberty of Judgiug, or, if he does his Duty, of Act- 
zug, and conlequently the Right, the Moral Power of puniſhing, is 
on thele Principles no more in him, than the Power of Life 
and Death with us is in the Officer, who 1s to take Care of 


the Execution of Publick Juſtice. Ys 


HOw EVE R, in the Words they Complement the Magiſtrate | 


with this Power, and they may fately do it as long as they re- 
ſerve to themſelves the Right of judging what is Herefie. 
IE IS Right they fay is by Divine Appointment veſted in 


the Church, to whom Chriſt has given an infallible Judgment 
in all Matters of Faith, a Power to make new Laws, or, which 
is much the ſame Thing, to 2nterpret the old ones, the Power 

_ allo of the Keys, ind of Binding and Looſing, whereby they 


can Excommunicate and cut off thoſe, who in any Point refuſe 
to ſubmit to their Authority, from the Chriſtian Society. | 
Ay they who are thus cut off, they ſay, ought to be puniſh- 
ed with Corporal Puniſhments, the Deſign of which, is, 1ſt. To 
reform and bring them back to a right Faith and Mind. And, 


2aly. It this cannot be done, if they either will not confeſs ther 


Hereſic, or are Obſtznate in the Defence of it, or Relapſe into 


it, (in all which Caſes, they ſay, there is no Hope of their 
Reformation) then they are to be Puniſhed in order to their 


Deſtruttion, to cut them off from this World, and as Zellar- 
mine molt uncharitably expreſſes it * ro ſend them quickly to 

To prove the Right of puniſhing Corporally in order to Re- 
Jormation, they infiſt often on the Words of the Text, Compet 
them io come in, which they, following the Authority of St. 
Auſtin, explain fo, as to favour the greateſt Severities, Fines 
VVV e Impriſonment, 
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Impriſonment, Dragooning, Baniſhment, every thing but Death, 
which cannot be Inflicted with this Deſign; They argue alſo 
from the Nature of their Office, which they ſay neceſſari ly re- 
quires their having a Power of Coerc ion, as well as of Direction; 
They magnify the Uſefulneſs of ſuch Severities, to make Man 


Conſider; Hereticks, they ſay, are Proud and Opinionated, Head- 
ſtrong, Violent and Factious, and therefore 'tis proper to treat 


' them with Severity, to bring them to a better Mind, to oblige 


C — 
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them to lay aſide their Prejudices, and lend an Ear to thoſe 
Arguments, which, if duly Conſider'd, would undoubtedly lead 
them to the acknowledgment of the Truth, 2. e. of their Opi- 


ion; And laſtly they inſiſt on the good Effects theſe Methods 


have had in converting Numbers who have been in Error, and 

bringing them back to the boſom of the Catholick Church. _ 
As to the Power of Inflicting the greateſt even Capital Pu- 
niſhments on thoſe who are {zcorrzzzble, That they endeavour 


to prove by ſeveral Arguments from Scripture, Reaſon and Au- 
| thority. 5 5 


Fur Argue from the Command of God : to the People of 
Iſrael to put to Death thoſe who went after other Gods, and the 


Prophets alſo who encouraged them to do fo; They produce ſe- 


veral Inſtances in the Old Teſtament of Godly Kings who de- 
ſtroyed the Worſhippers of falſe Gods and were approv'd by 
God in doing ſo: And tho' in the whole New Teſtament they 
can find no poſitive Argument in Favour of this Opinion, yet 
they attempt to collect many Appearances ; They lay, that Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles compare Hereticks to ſuch Things as ought 
to be deſtroyed with Fire and Sword, to Volver, to Thieves 
and Robbers and to a Canter; They urge alſo the Example of 


_ Chriſt, who wwhifp'a the Money Changers out of the Temple; 
of St, Peter, who ſtruck Ananias and Sapphira dead, and of 


St. Paul, who ſtruck Ema with Blindneſs; They infiſt allo 
on what St. Paul ſays to the Galatians. * Iwould they were 
even cut off that trouble you. . „„ 

To theſe Arguments from Scripture, they add others drawn _ 
from Reaſon. They argue from the Greatneſs of the Crime 
of Hereſie, which therefore ſince other leſs Crimes are puniſhed 
Capitally, ought much rather to be ſo; T hey ſay that tempu- 
ral Death is a leſs Puniſhment than Excommunication, and 
Hance this greater Puniſhment may be inflicted in Caſes of He- 


reſie, there is, they ſay, no doubt but one in it ſelf leſs may be 
us d on the ſame Account: Beſides, all the good Ends of Pu- 

niſhment are, according to them, anſwer'd by theſe Inflictions; 
TO 1 e 
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for by this Means 'tis provided that bad Men ſhould not infe& 

the good; by the Puniſhment of a few, many may be influ- 
enc'd to reform; nay, the Puniſhment is further ſaid to be 
uſeful to thoſe who ſuffer it, becauſe it hinders them from in- 


creaſing their Guilt, and cur their Damnation, by 
Prone in their Hereſie; And, fince all other Puniſhments 


ave been try'd in vain, this, they ſay, which is the laſt Re- 


* 


medy, may and ought to be uſed. 1 
Tusk are the Arguments by which thoſe of the Church of 
Rome, endeavour to eſtabliſn their Doctrine, and to confirm 
theſe, they inſiſt on the Authority, of the Fathers, of many 


Conſtitutions of Emperors, and of the Decrees of Popes and 


Councils. And thus they have eſtabliſhed Religious Cruelty on 
a moſt ſure Foundation; by reſerving to themſelves the final 
Judgment in all Caſes, They can make whatever Opinion they 
pleaſe Herefie ; And this Conſider'd as an Offence againſt the 
Chriſtian Law, is to be puniſhed with Temporal even Capital 
Puniſhments. | 


In this Doctrine ſeveral Proteſtants have unhappily agreed 


to execute their Sentences; The only difference then between 


them and the Church of Rome, in this Point, is, that they do 
not think the ſame Doctrines true, nor the ſame Perſons Here- 


a 


with them; Some have even maintain'd a Coerczye Power over 
the Prince, if he refuſes to extirpate a falſe Religion; Others, 
who do not go ſo far, yet {ay that the Prince is oblig'd in Duty 


ticks; but thoſe Doctrines they think to be true, they would 


fain force Men to believe, and thoſe who refuſe to believe 


them, or believe the oppoſite Doctrines, they have actually 


held to deſerve Death and have doom'd them to ſuffer it: And 
therefore as to their Opinion concerning the uſe of Force in 
Matters of Religion, they do in all Points agree with thoſe of 
the Church of Rome. — 


T HE next Opinion worthy our Notice, is that of Mr. Hobh- : 


er f and his Followers; which agrees with the former in al- 
Jowing the uſe of Force in Matters of Religion and in ſome 


of the Doctrines aſſerted in order to Eſtabliſh the Lawfulnefs 
of this Force, but differs from it, both as to the Perſon who 
has the Rzght of uſing this Force, and the Reaſon and End of 


the Exerciſe of it. 


mining allo the Rules of good and evil, juſt and unjuſt, ogy 
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1 Hobbes de Ciye, Cap. 12. & ſeq, uſq. ad linen Libri. 


Tux Right of uſing this Force he places in the Supreme 
Ci vel Porwer in every Community, to whom he gives the {ole 
Right not only of making Laws in civil Matters, but of deter- 


C9] 


and diſboneſt, and of preſcribing what Doctrines ſhall be rb 
feſſed and Prattices in Religion folloꝛb'd by all Members of the 
Society. 

I Things be conſider'd on the Foot of the Law of Nature, 


and Reaſon alone, This Power, he ſays, is Univerſal and ab- 
folute in all Caſes, only that the Civil Power cannot decree a- 
gainſt the Being of God or his Providence: But as to the Man- 


ner of his Worſhip, the Magiſtrate's Power he holds to be {o 
| abſolute, that if he commanded the People to Worſhip him un- 


der Images, and bodily Repreſentations, they ought to obey. 


In a Chriſtian Commonwealth indeed, He ſays, the Magi- 
ſtrate ought not to forbid the Belief in Feſus Chriſt as the Meſ- 


fiah, and therefore ſhould he do this, the People are not to obey 


but to ſuffer Martyrdom : But in all things elſe, even the moſt 
_ neceſſary Points in the Chriſtian Religion, he aſſerts an abſo- 
| Jute Right in him to give Laws, and a correſpondent Obliga- 
tion on the whole 5 actively to obey his Injunctions; and 
*tis plain he does it in ſuch a Way as to make the Profeſſion 
and Practice of the Chriſtian Religion entirely to depend on 
the Magiſtrate, not only as to the Manner of profeſſing, but really 
as to its being profeſſed or no; which appears from hence, that 
he places in him tho Power of determining the Canon Scriß- 
ture, and alſo the ſole Right of zuterpreting it; both which 
veſt him with a compleat Power of giving Laws to the Chri- 
ſtian Society; the former, directly; the latter, by neceſſary 
Conſequence ; For whoever has an abſolute Right of zuterpret- 
ing Laws, does really give Laws, ſince his Interpretations whe- 
ther they be thought agreeable to the Laws, or no, muſt be 
the Rule of Men's Profeſſions and Actions. | 
LD obviate the Difficulty which ariſes from the Difference 
there may be between the Deciſions of the Magiſtrate in Mat- 
ters of Religion and Men's private Judgment, he diſtinguiſhes 
between Men's zr Opinions, and their outward Profeſſt- 


ons and Actions; And whatever Liberty may be allow'd with 


Reſpect to the former, to private Judgment, He ſays poſitively 
there is none as to the latter, but that Chriſtians muſt profeſs 
and act in every Point, except that ſingle one of believing Chriſt 
to be the 225 according to the Will of the Civil Power; 
for which he aſſigns this Reaſon, That they who enter into So- 
clety do transfer all the Right, which they can transfer, to the 
Supreme Civil Power, and this Right, He ſays, is transferable, 
as well as that of directing their other Actions, becauſe in a 


4 


State of Nature, Men's Opinions and Practices in Religion de- 

pend on their own 7 Judgment: And that ſuch a Power 
z , He further proves from the Inconvenien- 

ces that would follow to the State, either from the People's 

| | — — B 2 | — profeſſing 


ought to be exercis? 
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profeſſing different Opinions and following different Practices in 
Religion each according to their own Judgments, or from their 


being in theſe Matters under any other Direction than that of 
the Civil Magiſtrate. . | 
IF theſe Principles be true, Tis manifeſt that the Uſe of 


Force in Matters of Religion, nay even of Capital Puniſhments 


is juſtifiable. For where-ever the Civil Magiſtrate, as ſuch, 


and by the general Nature of his Office, has a Power to com- 


mand, there he has a Power by Force to procure Obedience 
to his Commands, or to puniſh Diſobedience ; And the Kind 


and Degree of Puniſhment muſt be proportion'd to the Natureand 
Quality of the Offence ; of which fince he is the ſole Judge, 


*Tis plain he may uſe any Kind or Degree of Force in this, as 


in any other Caſe. And fince the Right the Magiſtrate is ſup- 


poſed to have to give Laws in Matters of Religion ts founded on 
this, that a Liberty of Profeſſion or, Practice in Religion muſt 
always be prejudicial to the publick Peace, Tis plain that the 
Errors of Men in theſe Points, 2. e. in other Words, heir Sen- 


taments different from thoſe eſtabliſh'd by the Civil Porver, are 
not conſider'd here, under the Notion of Ofences againſt the 
Chriſtian Law, but as having an evil Influence on the Peacs 
e Society. N 


ces follow'd ; To theſe Directions the People are oblig'd to give 
Obedience; If not, He may by Force exact it, and puniſh the 


Obſtinate, even with Capital Puniſhments. And the Reaſon 


of inflicting theſe Puniſhments is not becauſe the differing Doc- 
trines and Practices, are Errors in Religion, which affect the 
Eternal Salvation of thoſe who adhere to them, but becauſe ther 


have Ew! Effefts on the Civil State. 


| what has been faid of theſe two Opinions be well appre- 


hended, *T'will now be no difficult Matter to form a Notion of 


all the others which favour an unreaſonable Uſe of Force in 


Matters of Religion: For every one of them, when thorough- 


ly Examin'd, will appear to be nothing more, than one or 0- 


ther of theſe Opinions, with ſome plauſible Limitations to make 


them appear leſs odious and exceptionable. . 
WnuokvEx aſſerts the Lawfulneſs of uſing Force in Matters 


of Religion mult place the Right of uſing it either in the Go- 


vernours of the Church or the Magiſtrate : But then whereas 
theſe two Hypotheſes maintain an abſelnte Power both of com- 


manding and puniſhing, others content themſelves with aſſert- 


Tur 


Trax Sum then of Mr. Hollbes's Principles is this, The ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate as Head of the Society, and not by any partt- 
cular Appointment of God, has a Right to direct the Religion 
of the State, what Doctrines are to be profeſs'd, what Practi- 


Ei 


THE Church of Rome claims an ahſolute Authority over the 


' Conſcience in Matters of Faith; Inſtead of this, others aſſert 

it in Terms indefinite; but then they aſſert it with Reſpect to 

the ſame Things, and in the ſame Senſe, and in ſuch a Man- 
ner as to maintain an equal Obligation on all Men to obey, 


and a Right to uſe force in caſe of Diſobedience; they do not 
indeed hold the Church to be Infallible, but they hold it to 


have an Authority en Matters of Faith, to which private Per- 
ſons ought to Submit, and they who do not, are liable firſt to 


Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, and then to Temporal Puniſhments. 

Nov if by the Authority of the Church in Matters of Faith, 
They mean either that the Church is a good and Authentick wit- 
neſs of Fact, or an Interpreter of the Chriſtian Law, to wheſe 


Deciſions private Perſons eughi to have a reſpectful Deference, 
_ evherein their own Judgment does not clearly contraditt them, 

there is nothing in this, but what may and ought to be allow'd, 
and one or both of theſe muſt be the meaning of theſe Words, 
in our Article: But neither of theſe Senſes will ſerve Their turn, 
| becauſe the Judgment of the Church, is not according to either 


of them Concluſive on the Conſcience of a private Man. And 


| beſides there mult of Necęſſity be ſome Legiſlati ve or Judicial 


Authority, where-ever there is a Power of Coercion, and conſe- 


quently if there be either Originally in the Church, or in the 


Magiſtrate following their Inſtructions, a Power to Prn2fh any for 
Errors in Faith, there muſt be a Power to Determzne Autho- 
ritatively in Matters of Faith, and the Scheme is Nonſenſe 
without it: This Hyporheſis therefore, falls in directly with the 
Romzſh, only with this Difference, that they, maintaining an in- 
fallible Spirit in the Church, are really the leſs abſurd of the 
two; for to puniſh a Man for not following and obeying a 
Guide, who, they ſay, cannot poſſibly err, is certainly more 
reaſonable, than to puniſh him for not following one who may 
err, and conſequently miftead him. i 
To avoid the Difficulties of this Opinion, others limit tlie 
Authority of the Church yet further, to Matters of Dæſcipline 
and Public Worſhip; concerning which, they ſay the Governours 


of the Church have at all Times a Right to make Laws and 


Conſtitutions, to which the whole Chriſtian Society ought to 
give Obedience; and thoſe who do not, the Magiltrate, they 
ſay, is bound to puniſh and reſtrain, being in this as in other 


Matters, the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath 


en thoſe who do Evil, in diſobeying the Injunctions of thoſe. 
who have Power and Authority from Chrzſt to make ſuch Ap- 
eine 8 hs FV 
No w if in aſſerting this Authority, they wen- no further 
chan to ſay, that every National Church has a Right for the 
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Preſervation of Order, and the Decent regular Performance 
of Publick religious Actions, to make ſuch Appointments, as 
they think convenient, and agreeable to the Chriſtian Law, and 
that to theſe all private Chriſtians ought to ſubmit, unleſs they 


are under a full and ſettled Perſuaſion of Mind, that by ſo doing 


they ſhall offend God, and do what their Conſcience tells them 


is unlawful; if, I ſay, they went no further than this, there 


would be nothing in their Aſſert ions, but what is true and rea- 


ſonable: But fince they aſſert an Authority in the Church, to 
require Obedience in theſe Matters, even in Oppoſition to the 


Dictates of private Conſcience, (and ſuch an Authority they muſt 
aſſert in order to eftabliſh the Lawfulneſs of ufing Force) tis 
plain that they alſo fall into the Romzſh Principles; they aſſert 


an abſolute Right in the Church, to command in certain Matters, 


and in the Magiſtrate as the Miniſter of God, to force Men to 


obey, or to puniſh their Diſobedience. And, 


As they who derive the Right of uſing Force from the Au- 


thority of the Church, do one way or other fall in with the Ro- 


mi Principles, fo they who place this Right in the Civil 


Magiſtrate fall in with thoſe of Mr. Hobbes. 


ITE Magiſtrate according to Mr. Hobbes, has an abſolute 


_ Right to determine Men's Profeſſions and Practice in all the 


molt Eſſential Points in Chriſtian Religion, (except that one of 


Jieſus Chriſt's being the Maſſiah) and in all Points of Moral 


Virtue alſo ; this moſt Men think to be, as it really is, impious and 


abſurd, and therefore they entirely deny this Power, as to fixing 


the Rules of Vice and Virtue, and limit it in Religion to Mat- 
ters relating to * External Profeſſion, and the Publick Worſhip 
of God, they do not hold that he has a Right to determine Men's 


ent againſt their own Judgments; nor do they hold that he has 

d ver their Prefeſſions a Poſitive, but a Sort of Negative Right: 
He cannot they {ay oblige Men to profeſs what they do not 

think to be true, but he may oblige them not to profeſs many 

Things which they think to be fo, and to comply alſo with that 


mannerof Worſhip, which he thinks fir to appoint; andin Caſe 
they refuſe, he has a Right by Force to compel or puniſh them. 
Now the only Diference between theſe Principles and thoſe 


of Mr. Hobbes, is this, that they do not extend the Power of 
the Magiſtrate to as many Caſes as the other; but in thoſe Caſes 
to which it does extend, they aſſert a Power equally Abſolute 


in him, to limit Men's Profeſſions and Actions in Oppoſition 


to their own Judgment and Conſcience : And they both found 


this 
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. * See Parker's Eccleſiaftical Policy, and the Defence and Continuation 
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their Party, and therefore 
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this Power in a ſuppos'd Neceſſity of perfect Unity in Men's 


religious Profeſſions and Actions, in order to the publick Peace 


PARTIES in Religion, they ſay, foon become Parties in 
the State, they then enter into Conteſts for Power, thwart and 
oppoſe one another, clog the Wheels of Government, divide the 


and Welfare of the Civil Society. 


Force of the Community, and ſuffer it not to exert it ſelf with 
full Vigour for the Publick Good. This, they ſay, muſt hap- 


en where-ever Perſons in any great Number differ from the 
Religion of the State; they alfo give Inſtances; where this in 
Fact has been the Caſe, when an unbounded Toleration has been 


allow'd; and it cannot, they fay, be otherwiſe, becauſe all Secta- 


ies are Zealous both to gain Proſelytes, and to ſtrengthen 
j 


Way then muſt be to reſtrain them, and this they ſay, the 
Magiſtrate has as much Right to do as he has to preſcribs 


Rules for their other external Actions, and to puniſh the Breach 
of them; he may give Laws to limit their Moral Behaviour, 
and conſequently their Religious, becauſe the publick Good is 


concerned in both : And to obviate the Difficulty which ariſes 
from hence, that the Command of the Magiſtrate cannot 


alter Men's Judgments, they have Recourſe to much the fame 
Diſtinction, which Mr. Hobbes uſes for the ſame Purpole ; 
they diſtinguiſh between Men's 


Opinions, and Action, the 


former, they ſay, the Magiſtrate does not meddle with, let 


them have them to themſelves ; their outward Attzons are 
his Care, theſe he may and ought to reſtrain, and thoſe who 
will not obey him, he may puniſh, as he does other Offenders | 
againſt the Commands of their lawful Superiors. SE pt 
THESE are the principal Limitations, which the Favourers 
of Force in Matters of Religion have ſet to the Authority of 
the Church, or the Magiſtrate, which tho plainly deſign'd for 
that End, do not, you ſee, hinder them from falling in, either 


with the Romiſb or Hobbian Principles. 


AND as they thus limit the Power of the Church or the 
Magiſtrate to certain Caſes, ſo do they alſo limit the Sort or ? 


Degree of Coercion, which onght to be us d. 


SOME think it not lawful to puniſh Hereſie, or other real 
or ſuppos d Error in Religion, with Death; they therefore con- 
tend only for ſome lower Sorts of Punifhments, which they 
ſpeciouſly term moderate and wholeſome Severities; nor do they 
care for allowing even theſe to be us'd as Prinihments, proper- 


ly ſpeaking, but as Means to make Alan conſider, and by this 


uſeful Violence to conſtrain and com pe, then to comę an. 


Orurss 


1 ö they have full Liberty, their Num- 
ber will Increaſe, and all theſe ill Conſequences follow. The 
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' Ornzns go yet lower, they are for leaving Men in all 


other ReſpeRs free from Penalties on Account of their Religi- 
on, but would reſtrain them from worſhipping God, in that 
Way which they think beſt; and this ſome hold to be neceſſary 
to prevent the Growth of a Falſe Religion; Others, to avoid the 
Inconveniencies which the Toleration of different Religions 
may produce to the State. _ - 
Tu us, you ſee, how by limiting in a different Manner one 
or other of the two firſt mentioned Hypotheſes, Men have 
formed to themſelves, various Schemes of Notions concerning 
the Uſe of Force in Matters of Religion; but thus far they all 


agree that ſome Force may lawfully be us'd either by the 


Church or the Magiſtrate, to reſtrain or puniſh Errors in Reli- 
gion, either as Offences againſt the Chriſtian Law, or as having 
an evil Influence on the Peace and Welfare of Civil Societies. 
Os the other Hand, ſome modern Enthuſiaſts, particularly 
many or the Arnabaptiſts in Germany at the Beginning of the 
Reformation, and others in our Neighbouring Kingdom, in a 
late Time of Confuſion, following herein the Opinion of the 
Zealots among the eros, and probably of ſome of the Gnoſtzck 
_ Hereticks, maintain'd that the Chriſtian Religion ſet them free 
from all Obligation to obey any other King or Law-giver than 
Chriſt himſelf; that therefore as it was not lawful for a Chri- 


ſtian to be a Magiſtrate, or to inflict any Corporal Puniſhments | 
on Chriſtians, ſo neither was it incumbent on Chriſtians to give 


them any Obedience, nay, that as Subjects of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
they were oblig'd not to obey them. Chriſt Feſus, they ſaid, 


had ſet them free, and all Human Laws, all Exerciſe of Civil 


Power, muſt one Way or other affect their Chriſtian Liberty, 
and bring them into Subjection to another Power than that of 
their King Chriſt Feſus, to which therefore they held them- 


ſelves bound not to ſubmit. _ 


"Tis very eaſy to ſee how abſurd theſe Principles are, that 


they tend to deſtroy all Order, all Government, all Peace and 
Society amongſt Men: And therefore without taking any fur- 
ther Notice of them, I proceed to the ſecond Thing propos'd, 

2. To diſcover the Truth on the ſeveral Points that ariſe in 
this Controverſy, and anſwer the principal Objections, that have 
.-" Peen mage agate, 5 

HERE then, ſince from what has been ſaid, It appears, that 
all Opinions and Practices in Religion may be conſider'd either 
th Reſpett to the Chriſtian Law, or with Reſpect to the In- 


fence they may have on the Civil State, the moſt natural Way _ 
of diſcovering the Truth in this whole Controverſy, will be to 


conſider them diſtinctly in each of theſe ReſpeRs, and ſhew what 


Power the Church or the Magiſtrate has, on either Accouat, to 


_ uſe 
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FIZ any, and what Force to reſtrain or puniſh thoſe whoſe Opi- 
nions and Practices in Religion differ from thoſe which have 
receiv'd any publick or National Eſtabliſhment. 


Now if we conſider Men's Opinions and Practices in Re— 


Tigion with Reſpect only to the Chriſtian Law, tis moſt evi- 
dent that Neither the Governours of the Chriſtian Church, 
nor the Cipil Magiſtrate have any Right to viſe any Sort of 
Force to reſtrain or puniſh them. e 


TRE Governours of the Chriſtian Church, have in no Caſe 


a Right, to uſe Temporal Force or Coercion; That memora- 
ble Declaration of our Bleſſed Saviour, y Kingdom 2s not of 
_ thes World, plainly cuts off all Pretence to it: And fince they 
have not a Right themſelves to uſe Force, tis plain they can- 
not have a Right to command or oblige the Magiſtrate to uſe 
it, for this is in Effect the ſame Thing as to have the Power of 
uſing it themſelves. EE Ge ro 
No can it be pretended that the Chriſtian Magiſtrate has 

in theſe Matters any Original Right to ule Force or Coercion : 


For either this Right mult ariſe from the Nature of Magiſtra- 
cy in General, or it muſt be ſome eculiar Pribilege to which 


he is intitled by being at the ſame Time a Mageſtrate and a 


Chriſtian: Now it cannot be the former, becauſe all Power with 


which the Magiſtrate, as ſuch, is veſted, is and muſt be limit— 


ed to the Concerns of the Civil Society, and therefore does not 
extend to puniſh any Offences againit the Chriſtian Law, when, 


as the Caſe is now put, they do not effect the publick Welfare; 


nor can this be the particular Privilege of the Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrate, becauſe 'tis plain that Ch72/t Jeſus has no where veſted 
him with it. i 8 5 


AN p, as it is in Fact certain, that neither the Church nor 
the Magiſtrate have a Power to uſe any Force or Coercion on 
Account of any Opinions and Practices in Religion, conſider d 


as Offences againſt the Chriſtian Law; So is it in Point of Rea- 


fon abſurd that they ſhould have any ſuch Power. _ 
Fox the only good End of ſuch Severities, muſt be to reclaim 
Men from their Errors; And in Order to this, an Alterati- 
on of Judgment, an inward Conviction of the Mind is plainly 
neceſſary; Now this cannot be wrought by external Force or 


Compulſion; Racks and Torments may indeed extort from 


thoſe who are not able to bear up againſt the Extremity of 
Pain and Anguiſh, an outward Proteilicn of any Thing bow 
ever falſe or extravagant 3 And thoſe, which are ſpeciouſly 


term'd, wholeſome Severitics, may make Men Hypocrites, and 


tempt them to diſſemble their Opinions; But neither one nor 


the other, can make any one a true Convert, becauſe they can- 


not make him believe that true, which he thinks to be falſe, ar 


think 
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think that Practice innocent, or agreeable to the Will of God) 


which his own Reaſon and Conſcience tells him is not fo. 


Noa does it avail any Thing to fay that theſe Puniſhments 


are to be inflicted only on thoſe who are not ſincere, but on evil 
Motives adhere to miſtaken and Heretical Opinions : For it be- 


ing impoiſible for Man, who knows not the Heart, to diſtin- 


guiſh certainly between a Pretence and a Reality, 'tis manifeſt 
that if a Right of puniſhing be at all allow'd, it muſt be al- 


low'd equally to all with Reſpect to all, 3. e. every one who 
differs from another, has an cqual Right, if he has the Power 
of the Society in his Hands, to make War on every other, on 


Account of this Difference. if 
As this, confidering the many Pifferences which actually 


ſubſiſt among Chriſtians, muſt introduce the wildeſt and molt 
Univerla] Confuficn, ſo can it not be in the whole for the Ad- 


vantage of Truth; unleſs We ſhould ſuppoſe, what is contrary 
to Fact and Experience, that Truth and Power always go toge- 


ther. For every Prince who thinks his own Opinion true, has, 
by theſe Principles, a Right to puniſh thoſe who differ from 
him; And 'tis impoſſible to allow this Liberty to one Prince, 
of one Religion, in one Country; and not allow it to every 


Prince, of every Religion, in every Chriſtian Country under 
Heaven. 5 55 


I o lay with St. Luſt and the Church of Rome, that tis 


Lawful for the Church to perſecute Heretichs, but that it is not 
to for Hereticks to perſecute the C urch; or, which amounts 
much to the ſame Thing, that the Magiitrate profeſſing the 7720 
Religtoß, mav uſe Force againſt a Falſe one, tho' that has nota 


Right to the ſame Privilege, is plainly abſurd, For there be- 
ing no common Superior on Earth, to whoſe Judgment all Par- 


ties are, or think themſelves bound abſolutely to ſubmit, every 


Church, every SeQ mult and will take thole Opinions to be 


true, and thoſe Practices to be agrecable to the Word of God, 
which they Hin, to be ſo; They therefore will each account 
themſelves the irie Church, and Eſteem thoſe who differ from 


them to be ſo far Erroews or Hererreal, according to the Na- 
ture Or importance of the Points in difference between them; 


and coniequently a Right in the uu¹e Church, or in the Magz- 


One, is a Right in every Church, every Sect, every Magi- 
8 


ſtrate, proteſſing Chriſtian Religion in any given Manner, to 


! * "a 8 a . 
- ftrate prejeſlixgs the true Religion, to uſe Force againſt a falſe 


uſe it againſt every other; which, whether it be in the whole 


for the Advantage of true Chriſtian Religion, let any reaſonable 


Man, who conſiders the preſent State of Chriſtendom, judge. 
Nothing certainly can be in it Self more Wild and Extravagant ; 
Nor was there ever any Practice, more deſtitute of even a plau- 


ble 
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1 able Foundation, either in Reaſon or Scripture, than That of 
propagating Religion by Force, and converting thoſe who are 
in Error, by the fear of Death, or other Corporal Puniſhments. 


THE only Methods which can have any good Effect to this 


End, are of a very different kind; Calm Reaſoning, Perſua- 


fion, explaining our own Opinions, ſhewing the Falſhood and 


Abſurdity of other Men's; Proofs from the Holy Scripture, to 
| ſhew the Conformity of our Tenets with the Chriſtian Law, and 


theſe propos'd in the Spirit of Meekneſs without Gall, Bitter- | 
neſs or Invective; Theſe are the Methods, which are alone pro- 
per to be us d for the Converſion of thoſe who err in Matters 


of Religion. 


Ax theſe are the only ones which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
have appointed to be us'd for this End. St. Paul us'd this 
Method himſelf, and recommends it to others, He thought it 


not fit to Force Men by the Zerrors of this World, but by lay- 


ing betore them the Terrors of the Lord to perſuade them, 


_ Knowing therefore the Terrcrs of the Lord we perſuade Men. * 


In another Place he ſays, Ve Servant of the Lord mnſt not 
Strive, but be gentle to all Men, apt to Teach, Patient, in 
Meekneſs Inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God per- 
adventure will give them Repentance to the Acknowledging the 
Truth. f And when the Diſciples of Chr:/ft, Fames and Fohn, 


ſeeing that the Samaritans did not receive him, ſaid, Lord 


avs thou that We command Fire to come down from Heaven 


aud conſume them, as Elias did, he turn'd and rebuk'd them, 


and Said, ye know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of, For 
the Son of Man ts not come to deſtroy Men's Lives but to Save 
them. \ 5 3 

AN p now from what has been ſaid, it will be eaſy to diſco- 
ver the Weakneſs of ail the Arguments in Favour cf Force, 
urg'd by the Romanzfts, and others who in this Point agree 
with them. | Ns EE: % doi | es 
TEE Edict Emperors and Laws of the Chiirch will not, 
I ſuppoſe, be thought to have any Weight, becauſe they only 
ſhew what in Tac has been done; and if from Fact it were 
always Lawful to infer Right, every Thing might be prov'd 


to be both Right and Wrong. | 


As little Weight is there, in the Authorities ung'd from the 
Fathers : Indeed if the Queſtion were put to this Iſſue, the 
Authorities in the moſt ancient and beſt eſteemed Fathers are 


_ againſt them: But theſe fignifie little on one Side or other, 


unleſs it could be prov'd, that our Judgments ought to be con- 
* „ „„ cluded 
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cluded by theirs in this, and conſequently in every other Point 


of the ſame Nature; which is neither true in itſelf, nor will the 


Romaniſts allow it, where they, as the Caſe commonly is, are 


againſt them. 


Tux Argument drawn from the Jewiſh Law is plainly 


built on a falſe Foundation ; *Tis in no Caſe juſt to ſay, that a 


Law oblig'd the People of the Ferws, therefore it obliges Chri- 


ſtians; for even the Moral Part of that Law does not oblige, 


becauſe *twas a Part of the Fezvi/h Law, but becauſe it is found- 
ed in Reaſon, and Nature, and the Divine Attributes, and is 


made a Part of the Chriſtian Inſtitution. If then this be ſo, it 


is much more evident, that a Law which ſeems to have been 
meerly Judicial, and had its Riſe from God's being in an ex- 
_ traordinary Manner their King, ought not to be drawn into Pre- 


cedent in Chriſtian States and Nations; And if the Lawought 


not, neither ought any Actions, done by Kings or Holy Men 
of Old, in Conformity to that Law, or in Obedience to fome 
particular extraordinary Command from Heaven. _ 


For the ſame Reaſon, there is no Weight in the Argu- 


ment drawn from the Example of Chriſt or his Apoſtles ; For 
ſince no one will affirm, that the Governours of the Church, or 


_— 


any Chriſtian Magiſtrate, have the ſame Sort or Degree of 


Power, which Chrzſt and his Apþoſt-s had, 'tis impoſſible that 


any Action of theirs done in Conſequence of an extraordinary 


and miraculous Power, can juſtify the like Actions in thoſe, 
. who are entirely deſtitute of jt. Sp 9 05 


TA E Arguments drawn from Hereti 


aud the like, is ſo weak and trifling, as not to deſerve any 
Contutation: And as to the two Texts that are urg'd ; the Words 


As to the Words of the Text, Compel them to came in, tis 


to be conſider'd, 1. That they are a Part of a Parable, and re- 
late only to a Circumſtance of it, for which Reaſon, according 


to the known Laws of applying Parables, tis icarce allowable 
at all to argue from; 2. Tis alſo to be confider'd, that there is 


no Neceſſity to underſtand them in the Senſe which favours 
Force and corporal Puniſhments; nay, 'tis in Fact certain, that _ 


they | 


ä 
— * * — — * a 2 * — 
o 


— 


* A Lapide, Eltius in Locum, 


| cks being in a Metapho- 
rical Senſe compar'd in Scripture to Wolves, Thieves, Robbers, 


of St. Paul, I would they were even cut off that trouble you, 
in the Opinion of the beſt Interpreters, and among them of 
ſome of great * Note in the Church of Rome, relate to Excom- 
munication; but let them relate to what they will, they contain 
no Command, nothing but a Wiſh that Hey were cut off, perhaps 
by ſome immediate Act of Divine Power, 2vhs troubled them. 
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they never were underſtood in this Senſe by any before St. Au- 


ſtin; And if to this we add, that “ Hey in the Scripture are 


ſaid to compel, who by their Authority, or Example, or Doctrine 
endeavour to 27flyence others to do any Thing, tho' they uſe no 
Force or Coaction; and that this Senſe is really beſt ſuited to 
the Nature and Deſign of the Parable in this Place, it ſeems 


to be very evident, that the Compulſion here meant, is not 
any external Force, but ſtrong and vehement Perſwaſions and 


other endeavours, which, operating in a moral Way, might in- 


cline Men otherwiſe languid and indifferent, to come in to the 


Marriage Supper, i. e. to embrace and profeſs the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion : In this Senſe, ſeveral of the moſt noted F Romiſh Ex- 


poſitors underſtand them; and in this Senſe they muſt be un- 


derſtood for this further Reaſon, becauſe otherways tis impoſ- 
fible to reconcile one Part of the Scripture with the other. If 
this Paſſage proves the Lawfulneſs of uſing Force in Matters of 


Religion, the other Paſſages I have mentioned, does much more 


plainly prove the contrary ; and ſo the Scriptures are inconſiſt- 


ent with themſelves, and the ſame Doctrine is according to 


them, both true and falſe ; which is impious and abſurd. 


Wn a T has been ſaid, is ſufficient to ſhew the Weakneſs of 


all the Arguments urg'd from Scripture or Authority, to prove 


the Lawfulneſs of uſing Force in Matters of Religion; And if 
theſe fail, the others drawn from Reaſon, can do little Service. 

'T n o' Hereſie be a great Crime, yet that which is often calld 
| Jo, is really no Crime at all, being nothing more than a Specu- 


lative Opinion different from what is, or is accounted Orthodox, 


but whether true or falſe, does no Way affect Men's eternal Sal- 
vation. But be the Crime ever ſo great, it does not follow that 
it muſt be puniſhed with Death, or other corporal Infliction, 
_ unleſs there be, what 'tis certain there is not, a Power in ſome 
Perſon in this Manner to puniſh it; And therefore to ſay, that 
becauſe the Church may Excommunicate Hereticks, the Ma- 


giſtrate may put them to Death, is abſurd. 


Tux Church may indeed Excommunicate Heretickg,. 2. e. 


They may declare or pronounce them to be in their Fufigment 
unfit to continue viſible Members of the Chriſtian Society, and 


accordingly may exclude them from it: If in paſſing this Sen- 
tence, they proceed on good Grounds, tis certain, the Conditi- 
on of a Perſon excommunicated, like that of every other great 
Sinner, is very bad, and, without Repentance, deſperate: ot 
. 1 8 os | 5 then 
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then it does not follow from hence, that Excommunication is 
a greater Puniſhment than Death; becauſe the one cuts a Man P* 
off ſuddenly, and if he be a grievous and obſtinate Offender, ©* 


damns him at once; whereas the other leaves Space for Re- 
pentance and Reformation. 3 
Bur tho' Excommunication were the greater Puniſhment, it | 


is not true that every one who deſerves a greater Puniſkment may 
bedoom'd to ſuffera lefs, when the Nature of the Puniſhment and 
the Ends of their being inflicted are entirely different. | 1 
Ex cOMMUNICAT ION confider'd in it ſelf is a Puniſh- 
ment purely Spiritual, and the true End of it is by Way of 
Moti ve, to influence Men to obey the Chriſtian Law; whereas f 
the Puniſhments which the Civil Magiſtrate inflicts, are all of I 
_ 2 temporal Nature, and the End of them is, to preſerve the 
Publick Peace, and promote the Welfare of the Civil Society. 2 
IN DEE D zzñ our Conſtitution, the Sentence of Excommuni- 0 
cation is always enforc'd by the Civil Power; But the Realon 1 
hereof is not, that Perſons excommunicate are by any zmmuta- 1 
ble Law of Reaſun, or the Chriſtian Religion, to be expos'd to , 
temporal Puniſhment; but becauſe 'tis thought to be in the þ 
whole, for the Publick Good, that thoſe, who according to the 
Laws of the Church, which arc really a Part of the Civil Con- 
ſtzrutien, do incur this Sentence, ſhou'd be puniſhed in this 
Manner, not properly as Offenders againſt the Chriſtian Law, 
but as Perſons who either Coutemm a legal Juriſdiction, or are 
Guilty of Crimes, which deſerve ſuch Puniſhment, becauſe they 
hurt the Civil Intereſts of Society. 8 
AN p here we perceive the Reaſon why the Magiſtrate may 
puniſh Theft, Adultery, Murder, and not Hereſie under the 
preſent Deſcription. For he does not puniſh theſe Actions, as 
Ofences aga inſt the Chriſtian Law, but as they are injurious to 
the Society: His Power, as a Magiſtrate, is exercis'd for this 
End, and no other, and it is chiefly Converſant about Men's 
outward Actions, and meddles not with the inward Intention, 
or Diſpoſition of their Minds, any farther than it appears in 
and by their Actions: Tis not in itſelf poſſible, that temporal 
Puniſhments ſhou'd reach the inward Intentions, nor is it any _ 
way neceſſary, becauſe the Regulation of Men's outward 
Actions, is ſufficient for the Publick Good. And, 
| HE R E we may further perceive the Weakneſs of the Argu- | 
0 ment drawn from the Ed Puntſhmert. For fince the only 
j good End of puniſhingany realor ſuppoſed Errors in Religion, by 
which the publick Civil Intereſtsof Mankind are no way affect- 
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ll ed, mult be to reclaim Men from their Errors; ſince in Order 

ſl to this, an Alteration of Judgment is neceſſary; and fince this | 

ow cannot, as has been]; rov'd, be wrought by external Force or Com- 
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pulſion; Tis impoſſible that the Uſe of them in ſuch Caſes, 


can anſwer any good End, unleſs it be a good End of ſuch Se- 


verities to make Men Hypocrites, and tempt them to fin againſt | 
their Conſciences in order to avoid them: And fince, as has 


peen obſerved, Truth and Power do not always go together, it 


may happen, that theſe Puniſhments may hurt, inſtead of pro- 


moting, the Intereſts of true Religion; that inſtead of prevent- 


ing bad Men's infecting the good, they may hinder the good 
from influencing the bad; and where Error obtains, make a Re- 
formation extreamly difficult, or it may be impoſſible. 

To fay that theſe Puniſhments are of uſe to make Men con- 


ſider is extreamly weak; becauſe 'tis impoſſible for any Man to 


know certainly, how far Men have, or have not conſidered, or 
conſequently in what Cafes Puniſhments may be uſeful or ne- 
ceſſary to this End; And therefore, the plain Eugliſb of this 
ſeemingly plauſible Notion, is, that Men are to ſuffer theſe 
Puniſhments not till they conſider, but till they Change, and the 
Hypocrite by diſſombling his Sentiments eſcapes, tho' he has 
not conſider'd, while the cer, Man, who has conſider'd, but 
cannot find that Conviction others think he may, continues to 
ſuffer, without Hope or Poſſibility of Relief. Iz 
A N D thus I have endeavour'd, in us few Words as the Na- 


ture of the Caſe would well admit, to prove, that neither the 

_ Governours of the Chriſtian Church, nor the Magiſtrate have 
a Right to uſe any Sort of Force, to reſtrain or puniſh any Opi- 
nions or Practices in Religion, confider'd as Offences againſt the 
_ Chriſtian Law, and to Anſwer all the Arguments urg'd by the 


Romaniftsandochers, in Favourotthe oppoſite Opinion. And now. 
From what has been ſaid on this Point, We may draw this 
very important Concluſion, That all Perſons in a Society, whoſe 
Principles in Religion have no Tendency to hurt the Publick, 
have a Right to a To ration. * 
By a Toleration, I mean a Liberty to worſhip God accord- 
ing to their Conſciences, without any Encouragement from the 
Civil Government on the one Hand, or Fear of Infliction of Pil 
7ſhment on the other: And the Reaſon why all Men, whole 


Religious Principles do not hurt the Publick, have a Right to 


2 Toleration, is this, becauſe by the Suppoſition, they arc 
Guilty of no Offence againſt the State, and it has been prov'd 
that the Magiſtrate has no Right to uſe Force againſt them on 
any other Account. STI Fr el 5 

Hk may indeed encourage his own Religion, which is no 
more than every other Mon, as far as he has Power, docs with 
Reſpect to his own Sect; He may alſo limit the Enjoyment of 
Places of Truſt or Profit, to thoſe whoſe Opinions in Religion 


agree with his own, if ſuch a Limitation be for the Publick 
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1 
Good: And by doing this, he injures no Man, becauſe he de- 
prives no Man of any Thing, to which he has, properly ſpeak- 
ing, a Right. But every Man whoſe Principles in Religion 
do not tend to hurt the Publick, has a Right to a Liberty, Con- 
ſcience, and conſequently to a Liberty of worſhipping God ac- 
cording to 7t : For to ſay with Mr. Hobbes, that tho the Ma- 
giſtrate has in ſuch a Caſe no Power over Men's Opinions, yet 
he has one over their Pyrofeſſions and Actions, is abſurd, becauſe 
theſe Profeſſions and Actions, the Opinions being ſuppos'd, are 
commonly neceſſary, and their Duty. And . a Li- 
berty of Conſcience, z. e. of Opinion, without Liberty of Pro- 
Flſiug and acting according to that Opinion, is in Reality no 
Liberty at all. Le 
Tak only Thing which can be ſaid in Oppoſition to this 
Concluſion, is, That the Suppoſition made in it is impoſlible z 
and this, I've already obſerved, is the Notion of Mr. Hobbes, 
_ erally of thoſe, who on Political Principles are Enemies 
to Toleration. According to them all Differences in Religion 
hurt the State, and therefore no publick Profeſſion of any Re- 
ligion ought to be allow'd, but of that which has received the 
National Eſtabliſhment. : 

Now, not to ſay any Thing of the miſchievous Conſequen- 
ces which follow from this Notion, that it tends to juſtifie the 
Perſecution of Proteſtants in France, or in Poland, and even 
of Chriſlzans under a Mahometain, or Heathen Government, 
, To pals by, I ſay, theſe and other abſurd Conſequences of this 
Notion, tis plain that they who Reaſon in this Manner, argue 
againſt Toleration, from thoſe Evil Effects which have really 
been own to the want of j. 

_ WrnEzRe Men are oppreſs'd and perſecuted on Account of 

their Religion, where a reaſonable Liberty of following their 
Conſciences, in order to their eternal Salvation, is deny'd them, 
they cannot but be uneaſie and reſtleſs; in ſuch a Situation, 
they are eaſily diſpos'd to be Factious and Seditious, and to en- 
deavour perhaps by violent Ways, to free themſelves from the 
Yoke which galls and torments them: But then this factious 
Spirit is not ſo much occaſion'd by their Religious Principles, 
a+ by the Severities us'd againſt them, and the Remedy is not 
to increaſe the Severities, but entirely to remove them. By 
waich Means Perſons profeſſing the fame Religious Principles, 
a hen ſoftened by good Uſage, and ſuffer'd quietly to think and 


4 9 . 7 . a 
act according to their Conſciences, may become good Sub- 


ics, and join in ſupporting the Government, who before were 


accounted Enemies to, and perhaps thought it their Intereſt to 
c!og and perplex it: That this will be the Conſequence, is on the 
Foot of Reaſon highly probable; and whoever compares the 
2 8 Temper 
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Temper and Uſage of the Proteſtant Diſſenters under King 
Charles the Second's Reign, with both under the preſent, will 
ſee an Inſtance, pretty much in Point, to confirm the Truth of 


this Opinion. 


B ur ſome falſe Principles in Religion, undoubtedly there 
are, which muſt always have an evil Influence on the Civil 


State, and whether any Force or Coercion may be us'd in ſuck 


Caſes, and by whom, was the ſecond Thing, which, under this 


| Head, I propos'd to conſider. 


HERE then, tis at firit View evident, That all Right to 
uſe Force in ſuch Caſes, muſt be in the Magiſtrate, as Head of 
the Civil Society, and Guardian of the Publick Peace; And 
| therefore the only Queſtion is, concerning the Sort or Degree. 
of Force or Coercion or Reſtraint, which He may lawfully uſe 
to ſecure the Society from the evil Influence of ſuch Principles. 


NOW. --- ens, 
'T nt Opinion commonly receiv'd, is, That the Magiſtrate 
ought not to allow thoſe, whole religious Principles are any 
Way deſtructive of the Intereſt of Society, the Benefit of a 


 Toleration. This Opinion is followed by many the greateſt 


and molt able Defenders of religious Liberty, and the Practice 


in this Nation ſeems plainly to be form'd according to it; For 


which Reaſons, twould very ill become me to determine any 


Thing poſitively againſt it: But it will not, I hope, be thought 
' Improper, if in a Diſcourſe, where an Attempt is made to 
ſettle this intricate Controverſy on common Principles of Rea- 


fon and Religon, I fairly propoſe the Reaſons which ſeem to 


favour the contrary Opinion. 1 
For the right Underſtanding of which, 'twill be neceſſary 
to diſtinguiſh between znward Principles and outward Acti- 


dntereſts of the Society, or any Member of it, from thoſe which 
in theſe Reſpects are Innocent. e = 
As to outward Actions of the former Sort, tis allow'd by 


Plea which every Man may offer in every Caſe, And fince tis 
D impoſſible 


0725, and among outward Actions, thoſe, which hurt the Civil 


all, except thoſe wild Enthuſiaſts, whofe Principles I've already 
ſaid deſerve no Confideration, that the Perſons, who are Guilty 
| of them, let them pretend Religion, or what elſe they pleaſe, 
as a Reaſon for them, are not only not to be tolerated, but to 
be puniſhed by the Magiſtrate according to the Nature and 
| Quality of the Offence: The Reaſon is obvious, becauſe, as 
the Power of the Magiſtrate is chiefly Converſant about outward 
| Actions, ſo is he under no Sort of Obligation to examine into 

| the Principles from whence they proceed; but finding them 
| Evil, he puniſhes the Doers of them ; nor does it avail any 
Thing in ſuch a Caſe, to plead Conſcience, becauſe. this is a 
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if he is Guilty of Trea 
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lainly renders all Exerciſe of Civil Power impoſſible or uſeleſs. 
If Conſcience erring invincibly prompts a Man to do a wicked 
Action, this may perhaps Scale him in the Sight of God, but 
Fn or Sedition, he muſt ſuffer the Pu- 

niſhment which the Laws of the Society have ordain'd to be 


Wu ETEHER, when ſome Perſons have unhappily adopted 


Into their Scheme of Religion, certain Principles, which for- 
merly have influenc'd others, and may probably Influence Them 


allo to engage in Deſigns deſtructive of the Publick Good, 


whether, I ſay, in ſuch a Caſe, the Fear or Apprehenfion of 
the evil Conſequences of ſuch Principles on the Publick Peace, 
does 1mpower or oblige the Magiſtrate to 8 all thoſe who 


are of this Religion, and conſequently may be ſuſpected to ad- 


here to theſe Principles, any Sort of Liberty to Worſhip God, 


according to their Erroneous Conſciences: This I ſay is the 


| Caſe of real Difficulty ; And the Reaſons which may at leaſt 
_ plauſibly be urg'd in favour of a Toleration, for ſuch Perſons 
are theſe Two, Iſt. That the Denial of it is unlawful. And, 


2aly. That inſtead of being any way uſeful to the Publick, it 
really hurts it, more than a Toleration would doo. 
1. THE Reaſon why a total Denial of a Toleration to ſuch 


Perſons might be thought unlawful, is this, becauſe the Right 
Which every Man has to Worſhip God, according to his Con- 
ſcience is Natural and Unalienable. 

To underſtand the Force of this Argument, we are to ob- 


ſerve, That All Power which Men, otherwiſe Independent, 


have over others, greater than they Reciprocally have over 


Them, muſt have it's Original either from a Pofirzve Divine 


Appointment, or from the free Conſent of the Perſons themſelves, 
who for the Attainment of ſome greater Good, give up their 
natural Feedom to the Will of others. Since then every Man 

conſider'd ſingly and by himſelf, has undoubtedly a natural 

Right to worſhip God according to his Conſcience, if on his 

entring into Society he looſes this Right, he mult looſe it in 
one of theſe two Ways; but he can looſe it in neither; not by a 
| poſitive Divine Appointment, becauſe no ſuch Appointment is 


made, nor can be ſuppos'd, without at the ſame time ſuppoſing, 


that the Magiſtrate has a Power from God to determine abſo- 
lutely Men's Judgments in all Matters of Religion; and he 


cannot looſe it by his own Conſent, becauſe God having not 


Impoſſible for Men to diſtinguiſh between the Pretence and the 
| Reality, if it be admitted in one, it muſt be ſo in every one, which 


executed on ſuch Offenders. Thus far then all Rational Men 
Jeem be clearly and fully agreed. But the Caſe of Difficul- | 
ty is this, rn A 


> 
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| thought fit to give him any other Guide, whom he is bound to 


follow at all Events, the Obligation to worſhip God according 


to his own Conſcience, is perpetual and immutable: He cannot, 


if he would, free himſelf from it. 


As he is oblig'd to worſhip God, and obey his will in or- 


der to his own eternal Salvation, ſo that to him is his Will, 


and the true Way of Worſhip, which his own Conſcience and 


Judgment on a full and free Examination zells him is fo ; if he 


be negligent in his Enquiries, or partial in his Judgment, and 
by this Means miſtakes the Will of God, his Error is volun- 
zary, and God will puniſh him for it; if, notwithſtanding his 


utmoſt Care and Diligence, he falls into, or continues in Error, 


of God, and eternal Salvation: If then he Conſents to quit his 
own Judgment, and to follow that of the Magiſtrate, which 
perhaps may in all Points be different and oppoſite, he Conſents 


a 


tis plainly an zuvoluntary one, and therefore innocent: But 
whether his Judgment be right or erroneous, it muſt be his ul- 


timate Rule and Guide in all Matters that relate to the Will 


to do at his Command what he hin, to be, and therefore 
zo him ig ſinful; and ſince this is what no Man ought in any 
Caſe to Conſent to, Tis plain, he cannot bind himſelf abſo- 
lutely to follow the Direction of the Magiſtrate in all Things 
which relate to Religion and the Worſhip and Service of God. 

SINCE then every Man has a natural Right to worſhip 
God according to his Conſcience, in Order to his own eternal 


Salvation; ſince no divine Appointment has interven'd to de- 


prive him of this Right; and fince he cannot by his own Con- 


ſent diveſt himſelf of it, it ſeems to follow, that the Magiſtrate 


can in this Caſe have no Power, but ought and is bound to 


ſuffer every Perſon to think and act according to his own Con- 
ſcience, as long as he is Guilty of no Evil Actions, which, on 
2 Civil Account deſerve Coercion, or Temporal Puniſhment. 

2. As this Argument is urgd to prove, That a total De- 
nial of Toleration to Perſons of ſo unhappy Principles, is un- 


lawful; ſo another may be urged to prove, that ſuch a Denial 


is not in the whole prudent or convenient, that inſtead of be- 

ing any Way uſeful to the Publick, it really hurts it more than 

| a Toleration would do : The Reaſon is this, becauſe to prevent 
entirely their holding religious Aſſemblies is morally impoſſi- 


ble, and if they be at all held, the more they are under the In- 


to the Publick. „ „ 
WEN ſome Liberty of aſſembling to worſhip God accord- 


ſpection of the Magiſtrate, the leſs Danger there is from them 


| ing to their Conſciences is allow'd Men, their Aſſemblies are 

at all Times under the Inſpection of the Magiſtrate, and he 

I may interpoſe in many Caſes to regulace them in the beſt Man- 
; | D 2 a, BY ner 
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ner to prevent Inconveniencies: but when all Liberty is taken 


away, they are then quite remov'd from his Inſpection, and 
yet tis ſcarce poſſible to prevent them. For, | 
PzAas0ns Who think themſelves bound under Painof Eter- 
nal Damnation to worſhip God in a certain Way, will run any 
Hazard to do it; Drive them from Cities and Places of Reſort, 
they'll meet in the Fields or in the Deſert ; Diſperſe their Aſ- 
ſemblies in one Place, they'll run immediately to another; 


Make it dangerous to meet by Day, they'll aſſemble in the Night, 


in Holes and Corners, any where, or at any Time, to do what they 


think themſelves Bound to do, to gain the Favour of God, 
and avoid eternal Damnation: Put Numbers of them to Death, 


they'll many of them die with the Reſolution of Martyrs, and 


their Example will animate others to Face any Dangers to which 
the Profeſſion of what they unhappily account true Chriſtian 


Religion, may expoſe them: Tis therefore a vain Thing to 


hope that any Laws however ſevere in themſelves, or punctu— 


ally executed can entirely hinder their holding Religious 
Aſſemblies: And then the whole Conduct of them is entirely 


remov d from publick Inſpection, They are under no Regulati- 


ons, but what they ſet to themſelves or are ſet them by rheir 
Teachers; And for 'Teachers they are glad to receive any Per- 
ſons whom they think qualify'd to perform Divine Offices, and 


' eſteem them in Proportion to the Hazards they run by coniing 
among them; And if theſe be Men of Craft and Defign, 


and at the ſame Time of a furious and bloody Spirit, they may 
manage the blind Zeal of the People, to the Diſturbance of the 
publick Peace, much more effectually than others of a more 

uiet Diſpoſition and better Principles, who enjoy'd the Pro- 
tection of the Magiſtrate, would probably think it either their 


Duty or Intereſt to do 


1+ then this be a juſt State of the Caſe on one Side and the 
other, The Queſtion is, Whether a limited Toleration under 
the Direction of the Civil Magiſtrate, be not in the whole, a 
more likely Means to prevent the evil Conſequences of bad 
Principles in Religion than a total Denial of it? For my Part 


I determine nothing in the Point; I Vea as to wife Men, 


judge ye what T ſay. 5 


1r it be ſaid, that the Allowance of any ſuch Liberty ren- 


ders it impoſſible tor the Magiſtrate to provide for the publick 
Security, when any confiderable Part of a Nation, hold Princi- 


ples in Religion deſtructive of it's true Intereſts, To this it 


may be anſwer' d. 


- - 


1. TH Ar, if what has been ſaid be true, It does not; be- 


cauſe the taking away this Liberty does not put him in a bet- 


ter Condition. But then, 


e 
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mn * 2. Ir may be further and poſitively affirm'd, That the Ma- 


d giſtrate has it at all Times in his Power to uſe Remedies of k 
another Kind, which will be effeQual to this End. | 
„ Hx may make Laws to limit their Property, to divide it 
y into ſeveral Hands, and to hinder their making new Acquiſiti- 
t, ons which either in Kznd or Degree may be Dangerous to the 
— publick Peace: Tho' Mens Religion be not, yet their Proper- 
3 ty, as long as they Continue Members of a Society, is and muſt 
t, be at all events Subject to the Supreme Power; It may be ta- 
y | Ken from them either in Whole or in Part, and their Right of 
il, acquiring more, or even of diſpoſing of what they have in acer- 
1, tain Way, may be abridg'd, whenever the publick Good nmece//ari- 
d y requires it. If there be Danger of Infection, the Richeſt 
h Merchandize may be Deſtroy'd : To ſtop a Conflagration, Hou- 
n ſes may be Demoliſh'd: Agrarian and Sumptuary Laws do 
'0 plainly take away Mens Right of enlarging their Poſſeſſions, 
or the Freedom of diſpoſing of their Wealth according to their 
8 Inclination; And yet theſe never were accounted unjuſt; nor 
y indeed can any Laws about Property be accounted ſo, which 
i- are plainly Neceſſary for the public Gov. 
ir As a further Means to the ſame End, ſome moderate Re- 
= ſtraints may be put on their Civil Liberty; they may be ex- 
d cluded from Fortreſſes, or other Places where their Dwelling, 
8 or Meeting in any great Numbers, may be really Dangerous to 
. the Publick. % ᷑ —G⁵Er;: „„ 
y Arx the ſame time the Magiſtrate, may and ought to take care, 
e | that proper Methods be us'd to Inſtruct and Convince them, 
© and to lead them ina Moral and a Chriſtian Way to a Diſcovery 
> | and Renunciation of their Errors. He may alſo provide that 
ir their Children be Educated under publick Inſpect ion, that ſo 
being free from all early ill Impreſſions, they may, when the 
e | come to a full Uſe of their Reaſon, be diſpos'd to chuſe b 5 
r Principles which with regard to Religion are true, and will 
a | make them at the ſame time good Subjects and good Chriſti- 
d | ans; and fo put a ſtop to that Evil in the next Generation, 
t which greatly hurts and embarraſſes the preſent : Theſe and 
„ | other Methods of the like Nature the Magiſtrate has it at all 
I Times in his Power to uſe, to ſecure the Society againſt all evil 
- | . Conſequences of Corrupt Principles in Religion. And. 
E [Is theſe fail, or are thought Ineffectual, there is yet a fur- 
i- ther Remedy, which, tho' a violent one, is in a Caſe of Extremi- 
it | ty, undoubtedly Lawtul; and that is, to remove them out of 
VVVVVVVUU)...... . ĩ 
— Trar this is in it ſelf Lawful, is manifeſt; for all Society yr, 
t- | being founded in ſome Contract expreſs or tacit between the 
I Members, and the End and Deſign of this Contract and - os - 
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ſocial Union, being the common Good of all, whenever any 


one or more Perſons are found utterly Unqualify'd to promote 
this End, but on the contrary are diſpos'd to do their utmoſt to 


Defeat it, the Contract, with Reſpe& to him or them, may 
and ought to be diſſolv d; the Society may refuſe ſuch Perſons 


any further Benefit of that Protection which ariſes from the U- 
nion of their Forces, and at the ſame time Abſolve them from 
that Submiſſion which they had Stipulated or were bound to 


pay to the Civil Government. 


Bu r then, when this Reſolution is taken with regard toany 
Members of a Civil Society, *tis plain they ought to be allow'd 


full Liberty, with their Perſons to Tranſport their Effects, or, 


if theſe cannot be remov'd, to exchange them for others that 
may: For the whole Body having no Right to the Property of 
private Members, any further than they ſubmit it to their Diſ- 


poſal for the common Good, when the Social Union is diffolv'd, 


this Right ceaſes, and the Title which every Man in a State 


of Nature has to his own or his Anceſtors Acquiſitions returns, 
and veſts him with a compleat Right to take them away with him. 


I,x a convenient Time be allow'd for this, and he afterwards 
Continues to dwell in the Land, he may be treated as an Alien 
and an Enemy, he has no Right to the Protection of the Laws, 


and whatever Force is Neceſſary to drive him away, may law- 


fully be us d againſt him. 


Tux only Thing here to be confider'd, is, Whether it be in 
the whole for the Good of the Society thus to diſſolve the Uni- 


on between it and any of its Members; For the Rule of Pru— 
dence in this, as in all Caſes of the like Nature is to chooſe 
the greater Good, and avoid the greater Evil. If then the 


Evils which may juſtly be apprehended from their bad Prin- 
_ ciples, be greater than thoſe which would ariſe from their be- 
ing diſmiſs'd the Society, the Rule of Prudence is to diſmiſs 


them. But if the Society muſt ſuffer more by the Want of fo 


many Members, than, can well be apprehended, it will by the 
Influence of their bad Principles, the Rule of Prudence is to 
continue them, and to ule all Methods, which are conſiſtent 


with Men's enjoying their natural and unalienable Rights, to 


render their Principles inoffenſive to the Publick, or to provide 


againſt their breaking out into Sedition or Rebellion. 


| In ſuch a Caſe as this We may ſay what Nſaſes ſays to the 
People of [/-aet concerning the Nations who dwelt in the Land 


of Canaan, Thou mayeſt not conſume them at once, lealt the 


| Beaſts of the Field increaſe au bo thee. * Tho' God had de- 


creed 


— ů — 


— 


Deut. vii. 22. 


: threatn'd by thoſe whole fal 


ſtitution and the publick Peace. 
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creed that theſe Nations ſhould not only be driven out, but de- 
ſtroy'd, yet this Rule of Prudence was, you ſee, to take Place; 


They were not to deſtroy them all at once, leſt a Deſolation 


ſhould enſue, leſt the Land ſhould be in a great meaſure unin- 
| habited, uncultivated and over-run with wild Beaſts. 


THE RE is one Objection indeed which may be urg'd againſt 
the Lawfulneſs of this Method, however prudent or conveni- 


ent it may in any Caſe be; which is, That Men will hereby be 
tempted to diſſemble with God and their own Conſciences ra- 


ther than quit their Country, their Poſſeſſions, their Relations, 


Friends and Acquaintance. 


Buer the Anſwer to this is obvious; that this being the laſt 


and indeed a violent Remedy, ſhould not be us'd but on the 


moſt mature Deliberation, and where the Exigence of Affairs, 
and the utter Ineffectualneſs of all other Methods make it ab- - 


ſolutely neceſſary ; but where it is neceflary, tis in it ſelf law- 
ful, And the Conſequences which may accidentally follow on 
the Uſe of lawful Means to promote the publick Good, cannot 


hinder the Magiſtrate from uſing them; If they may in one 


Caſe, they may in every one, and this will obviouſly tend to 


diffolve all Government, and make it impoſſible to fix any 


T.aws, or limit the Actions or Behaviour of the Members of a 
. Society in order to the common Good. uk 


Ap now having thus fully and particularly confider'd the 


general Queſtion, there will be no Occafion to ſay much on the 


third Point propos'd, which was, _ 
3. To apply the general Doctrine to our particular Caſe, in 
Order to form ſome Judgment of the ſeveral Methods that 


may be thought on, to ſecure our Preſent happy Conſtitution 1n 
 Crvecun and STATE, from any Danger with which it may be 
@ Privetoles in Religion diſpoſe _ 


them to be Enemies to it; I mean thoſe of the Romzſh Reli- 
gion. N „ . 

Ac coRD IN to the Principles laid down in this Diſcourſe, 
all thoſe of the Church of Rome among us are to be conſider'd 


either as Perſons profeſſing a falſe and corrupt Religion, or as 


Perſons maintaining certain Doctrines, which are really danger- 


| ous to all, but eſpecially to Proteſtant Governments. Now, 


Ir we confider them in the firſt Light, it appears from what 


has been ſaid, That no Church, no Magiſtrate has any Right 


or Power to uſe Force againſt them. So that whatever Coer- 
cion or Reſtraint they now are, or at any Time hereafter may 
be doom'd to ſuffer, the true Ground and Reaſon of it muſt be, 


that ſome Doctrines which they by their Scheme of Religion 


are. oblig'd to believe, are really dangerous to our preſent Con- 
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Pu Ar ſuch (a) Doctrines are taught by the Church of Rome 
might be prov'd by many Inſtances ; I ſhall juſt mention one 
or two of thoſe, which have a near Relation to the Subject of 
this Diſcourſe, : 

From the Account given of the Romzſh Principles, concern- 
ing the Uſe of Force in Matters of Religion, *Tis plain they 
maintain it to be not only lawful, but their Duty to extirpate 
Hereticks, by all the Methods of Cruelty and Perſecution : 
That this is in Reality the Doctrine of the Church of Rome, 
cannot be denied, and that they who own this Poctrine muſt 
at all Times be Enemies to a Proteſtant Government, is 
manifeſt, becauſe they do and mult think themſelves under 
Pain of Damnation obliged, whenever they have Power, to ack 

in Conformity to it. 5 
Tu k Malignant Nature of this Doctrine is much increas'd 
by another, which, if not directly Maintain'd, is greatly Fa- 
vour'd and Countenanc'd by the Church of Rome, I mean that 
deteſtable Maxim, That wo Faith zs to be kept with Here- 
cg. That this Doctrine is at leaſt very much Countenanc'd 
by the Church of Rome, is prov'd among other Arguments, by 
the proceedings in the Caſe of John Hue at the Council of Con- 
| ſtance, and the Decree paſs'd by the Council on that Occaſion. 
Ixp Ep if there be any Authority in a Manuſcript of the 
Acts of that Council now in the Imperial Library, and pub- 
liſhed by Hardouzn the Feſuzte, in a late Edition of the Coun- 
cils, that Doctrine is as fully Eſtabliſh'd by the Council of 
Conſtance, as tis poſſible it can be. () 5 


BUT 


() For a full Account of theſe Dofrines, I refer the Reader to two 
Tracts publihed in the Reign of King Charles II. in England, which well 
 @eferve to be perus'd by all Proteſtants, viz, | 
1. Popery, or the Principles and Poſitions approm'd by the Church of Rome, 
(chen really believ'd and practisd) are very dangerous to all, and to 
Proteſtant Kings, and ſupreme Powers, more eſpecially pernicious, &c, by 

T. Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. Printed at London in 4to, and 8 vo. An. 1679. 
2. ADiſcourſe concerning the 1.a<s Eccleſeaſtical and Civil, made againſt 

_ Hereticks, &c. N. B. This laſt Tra has been lately reprinted both in 
London, aud Dublin. 5 e | 
N 5 De ſalvo Conductu Huſſonis. 55 
(6) Ex MS. Cæſareo. Sacroſancta Synodus, &c. Quia nonnulli nimis 
intellfgentes, aut ſiniſtræ Intentionis, vel forſan ſolentes plus ſapere quam 
oportet, nedum Regi r Majeſtati, ſed etiam ſacro, ut fertur, Concilio, 
irguis maledictis detrahunt, public & occulte dicentes vel innuentes, quod 
falvus Conductus per invictiſlimum principem dominum Sigiſmundum Ro- 
manorum & Hungariæ, & c. Regem, quondam Joannt Hus Hæreſiar- 
che. damnatz Memoriæ datus, fuit contra juſtitiam, aut honeſtatem = 
bits 


"> 


| plo Concilii Conſtantienſis probat Salmonius in J. 2. $. exactis de Origi- 


314 

B u r tho' this be not inſiſted on, tho' we take only that de- 
cree of the Council which is univerſally own'd to be Authen- 
zick, (c) and compare it with their Actions; there is but too 
much Reaſon to ſay, that this Doctrine is at leaſt by fair Con- 
ſequence (d) maintain'd by them; And if to this We add the 
many Paſſages in their Canon Law, and in the Writings of their 


' Canoniſts, Caſurſts and other Dzw2nes, ſome of which do in (e) 


expreſs 


bite violatus; cum tamen dictus Joannes Hus fidem Orthodoxam pertinaci- 
ter oppugnans, ſe ab omni Conduttu & Privilegio reddiderit alienum , nec 
aliqua ſibi, fides aut promiſſio de jure naturali, divino vel humano, fuerit 
in prejudicinm Catholice fidei obſjervanda: idcirco difta ſanta Synodus 
præſentium tenore declarat, dictum invictiſſimum Principem, circa præ- 
dictum quondam Joannem Hus, u obſtante memorato ſalvo Condutfr, ex 
juris debito feciſſe quod licuit & quod decuit regiam Majeſtatem: Statuens 


et ordinans omnibus et ſingulis Chriſti fidelibus, cujuſq; dignitatis, gra- 


dus, præeminentiæ, conditionis ſtatus aut fexus exiſtant, quod nullus dein- 
ceps lacro conſilio aut regiæ Majeſtati, de geſtis circa prædictum quo ndam 
Joannem Hus, detrahat, five quomodo libet obloquatur. Qui vero con- 
trarium fecerit, tanquam fautor Hereticz pravitatis, et reus criminis læſæ 
Majeſtatis irremiſſibiliter puniatur. Harduin. Concil. Tom, 8. p. 454. 

* Vide qua dicit de hoc MS. in Prefatione generali, p. 10. & in Nota 

c) Præſens ſancta Synodus ex quovis ſalvo Conductu per Imperato- 
rem, reges & alios ſæculi principes, hereticis vel de bereft diffamatis, 


| 0 Nen Actor. Concil. Conſtant. Tom. 8. p. 211. | 


putantes eoſdem fic a ſuis errotibus reyocare, quocunque ſe vinculo ad- 


{trinxerine conceſſo, nullum fidei Catholice, vel juriſdictioni Ecclefiaſtice 
prejudicium generari, vel, impedimentum præſtari poſſe, feu debere de- 
clarat, quominus dicto ſalvo conductu non obſtante, liceat judici compe- 
renti et Eceleſiaſtico, de hujuſmodi Perſonarum erroribus inquirere, et a- 
liàs contra eos debitè procedere, eoſdemque punire, quantum juſtitia ſua» 


debit, ſi ſuos errores revocare pertinaciter recuſaverint, etiamſi de ſalvo 


Conductu confiſi, ad locum venerint judicii, alias nen venturi: nec fic pro- 
mittentem cum fecerit quod in ipſo eſt, ex aliquo remanſiſſe obligatum. Bi- 
nii Concil. Tom. 7. p. 1075. Harduin. Concil. Tom. 8. p. 462. 

(4) Nec fides i Magiſtratibus data ſervanda eſt hæreticis: Quod Exem- 
ne juris. Nam Joannes Hus, et Hieronymus eius diſcipulus legitimà 
fiamma concremati ſunt, quamvis promiſſa illis ſecuritas fuiſſet. Siman— 
ca. Inſtit. Cathol. Tit. 45. de pœnis. § 14. ad finem. 3 is, 
| (e) Liberantur ab omni obligatione, qui hæreticis tenebantur aſtricti. 
Tit, ap- Abſolutos ſe noverint a debito fidelitatis, dominii, 


et totius obſe quii, quicunque lapſis maniſeſté in hæreſim, aliquo pacto 


quacunque firmitate valluto, tenebantur aſtricti. Decret. Greg, de Hære- 
ticis. c. abſolutos. 1. 5. Tit. 7. c. 16. 9 | V 
Ergo ſi ſub pœnã aliquis tenetur eis aliquid ſolvere certà die, licet non 


ſolvat, non incidit in pænam. Et eodem modo ſi per juramentum, quod 
eſt verum, quia in illa obligatione et juramento tacité ſubintelligatur, ſi 
1ais permanſerit, cui communicare lic eat. 


E 


loſſa ad c. abſolutos. : 
| Caſus 


expreſs Terms, and others by f fair Implication aſſert it, It 
will appear on the whole to be a very moderate Charge againſt 


the Church of Rome, to ſay only that this wicked Doctrine is 


Countenanc'd and Favour'd by Her. The Deſtructi ve tendency 
dy Doctrine every one ſees, and therefore I do not inſiſt on 
it. But, 
Tux Doctrine which ſtrikes moſt directly at the Root of all 
Civil Power, and renders thoſe who believe it, at all times ut- 
ter and avow'd Enemies to Proteſtant Princes, is the Doctrine 
of the Pope's Power to excommunicate and depoſe Heretical 
Princes, and to abſolve their Subjects from their Allegtance. 
Pu Ar this is really the Doctrine of the Church of Rome, 
may beprov'd by undoubted Evidence. Tis certain the Popes 
for many hundred Years have claim'd, and, as often as they 


could, exercis'd this Power: Several Councils have decreed in 


Favour of it, particularly the Famous fourth Council of Late- 
ran ) which is an approv'd General one, and highly eſteem'd 
e my 


2 ET 


Caſus literalis. Quærebant a domino Papi, fi debitores iſtorum qui 
lapſi ſunt in hæreſim, teneantur ſolvere eiſdem. Papa reſpondendo di- 


cit, quod quicunque obligati ſunt lapſis manifeſte in |e&refim, noverint 


je abſolutos de omni debito fidelicatis, et totius obſequi!, et omni pa- 
cto quacunque firmitate vallato, &c. Panormit. ad c. abſoiutos, 

Vaſſalli hæreticorum et quicunque alii, qui hæreticis aligua obligatione 
erant aſtricti, ut famuli, liberti et hujuſmodi, ipſo facto liberantur 
Propterea ſi aliquis promiſiſtet eis hæreticis, ſolvere ſub pæna vel jura- 


mento certo die, non tenetur. Sum. Angelic. per Angel. de Clavaſio. 


verb. heretic, $. undecima fol 1320. a. 1 
Præterea his hæreticis fides à privato data ſervanda non eſt, multo mi- 
nus quam ali cuicuuque prodirori, hoſti, aut perduelloni. Simanca. Inſtit. 
Cathol. Tit. 45. de pœnis 5. 14. VVV 
Quzres ſexto, utrum ve! illi qui erant obligati hæretico, vel ad fidelita- 
tem vel ad deibta, adhuc poſt ſententiiam teneantur hac obligatione? R. 
Negative. Probatur expreſſè ex Cap. abſolutos de Hæret. E Ratione, 


quia cum hæreſis fit crimen atrociſſimum hac poena puniri debet. Summa 


Theol. Auth. R. P. P. F. Dominico a S. Thoma. pars 3. p. 131. 


Omnes hæretico obligatos ex juramento, fidelitate obſequii, pactione, 


vel promiſſione liberari, Prædicta locum habere ex omunium ſententid 


in hæretico manifeſto. Filliucii. Moral. Queſt, Tract. 22. p. 46. No 273. 


Idee the two Tracts above referr'd to. CN IN mane ga Rnd 
() $i vero Dominus temporalis requiſitus, et monitus ab Eccleſia, 
terram ſuam purgare neglexerit ab hac heretica fœditate, per Metropoli- 
tanum et cæteros comprovinciales Epiſcopos Excommunicationis vinculo 
innodetur. Et {i fatisfacere contempſerit infra annum, ſignificetur hoc 
ſummo Pontifici, ut ex tune ipſe Vaſſallos ab ejus fidelitate denunciet 
- abſolutos, et terram exponat Catholicis occupandam, qui eam _—_— 
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Jefia, 
opoli- 
nculo 
ir hoc 
unciet 
termi- 
; natis 


by the Chnreh of Rome; The decree is indeed conceiv'd, 
in Terms ſomewhat Obſcure, but the meaning of it is 
ſufficiently (g) clear to any one, who confiders the whole fairly, 
and with due regard to the Occafion of making it: And if to_ 
this we add, that this decree has conſtantly been Urg'd as a De- 


ciſive Authority in Favour of this Doctrine, that, as Biſhop 
Burnet very juſtly obſerves * the Doctrine it ſelf was for ma- 


ny Ages Unzverſally Receiv d, no Univerſity nor Nation declar- 
ing againſt it, not ſo much as one Di vine, Civilian, Canoniſt 
or Caſuiſt writ againſt it, as Card. Perron rruly ſaid, that 
it was ſo certainly beliey'd, that thoſe Writers, whom the de- 


pos'd Princes got to undertake their Defence, do not in any of 
their Books pretend to call the Doctrine in General in 
on, That fince the Reformation, Numbers of their moſt cele- 
brated F Divine, and Canoniſts, have continued to aflert it, 


Que ſti- 


That theſe have been always highly eſteem'd at Rome, and 
preferr'd to the higheſt Dignities, while others of the oppoſite 


Opinions have been cenſur'd and their Books prohibited, That 
moſt of the Feſuzzes and commonly the Talian and Spaniſh Di- 


dener, are, as far as appears, at this Day of the ſame Opinion, 


And laſtly, That the Popes tho! often preſs'd thereto, could ne- 


ver be prevail'd on by any publick Act to Condemns this Doc- : 


trine and Reuounce this Power; If all theſe Things, I ſay, be 


fairly conſider'd, and laid together, they give abundant Reaſon | 
to conclude, that the Pope's Power to depoſe Heretical 722000 


eo 


* 
— 


nat's hæreticis, ſine ulla contradictione poſſideant, et in fidei puritate 


conſervent, ſalvo jure domini principalis, aummodo ſuper hoc ipſe nul- 


lum præſtet obſtaculum nec aliquod impedimentum opponat, eadem nihilon.—-— 
nus lege ſervata circa eos, qui non habent dominos principales. Concil. 
Later. 4. cap, 3. de hareticis. Ts VVV g 
(g) The Doubt here is, Whether this Decree extends to Sovereign Prin— 
Now if it be conſider' d, That in it the Terms of the Feudal Law are 
made uſe of, That according to that Law, the Emperour A King, &c. 


| are with Reſpect to their Feudatories call'4 Domini Principales, that He, 
| and He only has no Dominns Principalis who acknowledges or does Ho- 

| mage zo no ſuperiour temporal Lord, that Raymond, Count of Tolouſe, 
on whoſe account this Decree was made, was a Feudatory to the Kings 


of France, and that the Deſign of this Decree was to empower the Pope 


to give Raymond's Territories to Simon de Mounfort, yet ſo as not to preju- 


dice the Right of that King; If theſe things, I jay, be conſider d, It 
ſeems very evident that by Dominus Principalis is meant a King, and by 
eos qui non habent dominos Principales, All Perſons who own no tempo- 


ral Superiour, and Sovereign Princes more properly than others. 


* Expoſition of the Articles, Art. xix, | 
lis needleſs tocite particular Authorities to this Point, and to cite all, 
would be endleſs, See the Trafs above referred to, 3 


— Oe On 


— 


* 


and abſolve Subjects from their Allegi ance, is really maintain'd 


— — 


by the Church of Rome. 


T's certain indeed that many who hold Communion with 
the Church of Rome, do not maintain this Doctrine; The 
Clergy of France, Anno 1682, did by a publick Act honeftly 
and frankly renounce it ; and ſeveral of the Divines of that 
Nation, before and fince, have written with great Freedom and 
Strength of Reaſon againſt it. But 1t does not follow from 
hence that this is not the Doctrine of the Church of Rome; 
All that this proves, is that theſe Men had more Senſe and 


Honeſty than to own a Doctrine ſo abſurd in it ſelf, and fo 
pernicious in it's Conſequences, And God grant, that every one 


in this Nation, who profeſſes the Romſh Religion, may in this 


follow their example. Eut then, 


SIN ck there is ſo juſt Reaſon to think, that this and the 
other pernicious Doctrines mention'd, are either Doctrines of 
the Church of Rome, or mightily countenanc'd by it, It fol- | 
lows that all Perſons of that Communion, may and ought to be 


conſider'd as Perſons who believe theſ: Doctrines, until they 
In the cleareſt and moſt expreſs Terms Renounce them : And 
if they be conſider'd in this Light, 'tis certain they are and 
muſt be 27 all time Enemies to our preſent Eſtabliſhment ; | 
particularly a? 7hzs zime, when many of them think that ano- 


ther Perſon and not his MAIJESTv, who by the Laws of God 


and the Land is our K I N G, has a Right to the Crown and 


a Title to their Allegiance ; For here falſe Principles in Re- | 


ligion and Government join their Influence, they have alſo a 


Center of Unity, a Perſon under whom they may hope to join, 
and ſet themſelves in Array againſt our eſtabliſh'd Religion 
and Government. on 15 1 

Fox theſe Reaſons it ſeems to be incumbent on us all, thoſe 
eſpecially who have a ſhare in the Legiſlature, to uſe all lawful 
Methods to ſecure the Government againſt theſe great and per- 


| haps imminent Dangers. And what theſe Methods are, does, | 
I hope, appear pretty plainly from this Diſcourſe. 55 


TRE beſt and moſt effectual Method, that can be made uſe | 
of to this End, every one ſees, would be if poſſible, to convert 
them; I do not mean, barely to bring them to an ou7wward pro- 


Jeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion; For ſuch Converſions w2rhort | 


navard Convittion, inſtead of being uſeful to the Publick, hurt 
it; They do not deſtroy their Jaclimation, and they give them 
greater Power to do Miſchief fs I 

WufgTEHE R this be the Caſe of any of thoſe whom our Laws | 
have made Comperts, I will not ſay; I doubt not, but ſome of 


them are ſincere, and God grant they all may be ſo: I ſhall 


only 


35 ] 


only obſerve, That Arch-biſhop Sporſwood informs us, * that 


in the Reign of F AMES the Sixth of Scotland, Certain 
D1sPENSATIONS ſent from Rome, were intercepted, where- 
by the Catholicks were permitted to promiſe, ſwear, ſubſeribe, 
and do what elſe ſhould be required of them, ſo as in Mind 
they continued firm, and did uſe their Diligence to advance 


in ſecret the Roman Faith. This wicked Craft was, you ſee, 
us'd at that Time, and the Church of Rome has not at any 


Time fince chang'd her Principles; nor are Men commonly 
more ſincere and honeſt at this Day, than they then were. 


Now, tho' it be impoſſible, by any Laws, to provide a- 


ainſt ſuch deep Diſſimulation; and tho' Laws, in other re- 
Feta, agreeable to the Rules of Reaſon and Religion, and in 


the preſent Circumſtances prudent, are not to be condemn'd on 
Account of this Accidental ill omar ff a yet 'tis plain, 


they do not, nor cannot entirely Remedy the Evil, and there- 
fore other Methods at leaſt in Conjunction with theſe, ſhould 
be us'd to make Men not only zu Appearance, but really and 
ſincerely Converts to the Proteſtant Religion, ty 
To this End, it would undoubtedly be uſeful to provide for 


the Support and Reſidence of the Clergy, in thoſe Parts of the 
Kingdom, eſpecially, where the vaſtly greater Numbers are 
of the Romiſh Religion, and where ſome Proviſion of this Kind 

is thought to be very much wanting. And when once the Re- 
ſidence of the Clergy in theſe Parts is made practicable, let the 


moſt effectual Laws be paſs d to olige them to it, and to a 
diligent, active Diſcharge of their Duty, no honeſt Man can, 


or ought to complain or murmur at them. 


Ir might alſo be uſeful to the ſame End, to form a Soi. 
E T* (ſuch as is in our neighbouring Kingdom for the Pro- 


HPagation of the Goſpel in foreign Parts) of Perſons of Honour 
and Diſtinction, Laymen as well as Ecceſiaſticks, under whoſe 
Care and Direction fit Perſons might, as Occaſion requir'd, be 
ſent out to inſtruct thoſe, whoſe groſs Ignorance of all Religi- 


on, occaſions their obſtinate Adherence to a falſe One, and 


other Means might be us'd to recover them from their Errors, 


and bring them to the Knowledge of the Truth. And. 
Laſtly, Ir would be of vaſt Uſe to the ſame End, to pro- 


vide for the Education of their Children under publick In- 


ſpection. 


Tu sx and other Methods of the like Nature may, not 
| without ſome Hopes of Succeſs, be us'd to convert the Papiſts, 


and 


— 


Hiſtory of the Church of Scotland, p. 308. ad finem. 
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and bring them not to a D2/embled and Intereſted, but to a 
Sincere and Real Profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion. 
Ix theſe ſhould prove ineffeQual, or too ſlow in their Ope- 
ration, to anſwer the preſent Emergency. The next Thing to 


be done, is, to endeavour to ſecure the Nation againſt the evil 
Influence of their corrupt Principles: And poſſibly it might be 


uſeful to this End, to azſtznguiſh thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
bo own thoſe Principles which I have ſhewn to be Dange- 


rous to the Government, from thoſe, who tho they continue in 


the Communzon of that Church, profeſs themſelves ready to 
azfelazm or renouncs them. — f i 
| Txro' the Church of Rome does, as I have ſhewn, Maintain, 


or Countenance theſe wicked Doctrines, yet all. the Members 


of it do not: The Church of France has, as I have already 


ſaid, declar'd fully againſt the depofing Power; a late noted 
Proſfeſſor* at Lovain, a Native of this Kingdom, has not long 


ſince written freely againſt it, and the Defignof his + Book is, 
to prove it to be the Duty of the Romanzſts of both Kingdoms, 


to Renounce this Doctrine, and not only ſo, but to Swear and | 
to pay all dutiful Allegiance, to his Majeſty, and to abjure the | 
Pretender And all this, if I am rightly inform'd, many of 


them declare they are ready to do; they do indeed make one 


Objection to the Oath of Abjuration, as it now ſtands, which 

poſſibly may be obviated, without leſſening the binding Force 
of the Oath it ſelf, but as to the other Doctrines mention'd, 
they ſay they do not o. them, and are ready in the moſt ſo- 


lemn Manner, to Renounce and Diſclaim them. 


Nou either theſe Profeſſions are real or pretended ; if they : 


are Real, 'tis plain that they who are ready to make them and 
think themſelves bound in Conſcience to act up to them, may, 
- notwithſtanding their other falſe Principles in Religion be good 


 Subjefs, and therefore, according to the Principles of this Diſ- 


- courſe, ought a7 leaſt to be allow'd, ſome Benefit of a Tolera- 
EE mn 
Bor tho' they are pretended, tho' the bulk of the Roman- 


iſts in this Kingdom, ſhould refuſe to comply with ſuch an 
Offer, if made to them, yet poſſibly, it might not be amiſs to 
make ſome ſuch Offer, for this Reaſon; becauſe then all 


Ground or even Colour of Complaint, of Violence offers to 


Men's. 


* : 


* P. Franciicus Martin Iberno Galvieufis ſenior S. Th. D. Secularis 


ſeniorque imoer alis et Regius Profeſſor in univerſitate Lovanienſi. ; 
revis Tractatus, quo Sacerdotibus et Pontificibus in Eccleſia Chri- 


ſtiana, nullam potsſta:em deponendi ſupremos reipublicæ principes ſecu. 


lares competere $ievivgice ac prrenprofic demonſtrat, &c. An, 1721. 
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Aen's Conſciences, wou'd be entirely remov'd, and thoſe who 
afterward incurr'd the Penalties of the Laws, muſt, even them- 

ſelves being Judges, be own'd to ſuffer, not as Perſons profeſ- 
ſing the Romiſh Religion, but as Perſons who refuſe to give 


the Government a ſair and reaſonable Security for their being 


loyal and peaceable Subjects; Nay, tis evident they could not 
juſtly complain, tho' they were at once banzſh'd out of the Soci- 
ety. This, in a Caſe of ſo great Extremity, I have ſhewn to 
be lawful ; but how far in the preſent Circumſtances it may 
be Prudent, is neither within my Province, nor Capacity to 
determine. . 3 5 

AN p thus I have done with what I propos'd. If IJ have ex- 
ceeded the uſual Bounds of Diſcourſes of this Nature, I pray 
that the Importance of the Argument, may plead my Excuſe. 


* 


Max that God, who as on this Day reſcu'd our Forefathers 


* from the Rage and Cruelty of Blood-thirſty Men, That God 


who more late ly wrought for us a mighty Deliverance, by the 
Hands of His late Majeſty King WILLIAM, whoſe Me. 


| mory be ever Precious, That God who by placing His preſent | 


MaJjztsTy on the Throne, and making all Oppoſition to fall 


before Him, has fixed our ſocial Happineſs on the ſureſt Foun- 
dation, may He continue to preſerve our KI N, our CHua cu 
and NAT10N, againſt the Attempts of all their opez or ſecret 
Enemies. Amen, n. 3 0 TB 
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